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ARMED FORCES 


INDOCTRINATIONAL ROLE OF ARMED FORCES DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 19-26 


[Article* by Colonel V. Manilov: "The Educational Role of Military Service") 


iText] The Armed Forces of.the USSR were established and evist today to defend the 
socialist gains and peaceful labor of the Soviet people, to safeguard the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the state. It is this which determines their place and 
role in the political system of developed socialism, in communist construction, in 
the education of the new man. Service in the army and navy forms qualities in our 
youth necessary not only for the soldier of our country but for the private citizen 
as well--qualities of.outstanding workers, patriots and internationalists. 


The CPSU and the Soviet people highly value the educational role of the armed forces. 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has many times spoken about this. In particular he noted that 
in educating a new generation of soldiers, the armed forces are preparing people for 
the Motherland who are “courageous, morally and physically hardened, who have strong 
communist convictions and a high consciousness of their social duty" (Lenin Studies, 


vol 2, p 255). 


Enhancement of the educational role of the armed forces is facilitated by many fac- 
tors. These include consistent fulfillment of the decisions of the 26th CPSU Con- 
gress and the llth Five-Year Plan, steadfast consolidation of the ideological, polit- 
ical, social and international unity of the Soviet people and their solidarity around 
the CPSU, the growth of political and labor activity in the country and in the armed 
forces related to the nationwide preparation for the 60th anniversary of the USSR. 
The party directs and guides the development and perfection of the armed forces and, 
in so doing, demands much of commanders, political organs, party and Komsomol organi- 
zations, and of all military personnel in maintaining the combat readiness of our 


army and navy at the required level. 


Success in communist construction is inseparably linked with education of the new man, 
and the significance of this education is growing steadily. What has caused this? 
At least three factors stand out as most important. 


One of these is constant growth in the scale and complexity of tasks in economic and 
cultural construction. Related to this is the necessity to utilize the potential and 
advantages of developed socialism to the maximum extent possible. This in turn will 





*This article is recommended for use in studying the topic "The CPSU on Enhancing the 
Educational Role of the Soviet Armed Forces." 








intensify the meaning of popular initiative and creativity, of the organization and 
selidarity of the masses. It is not by chance that the party treats a rise in the 
effectiveness of socialized production and work quality as being directly dependent 
on the consciousness of people, on their social activity and fulfillment of the mor- 
al norms and principles of the Soviet socialist way of life. 


Another most important factor that has caused educational work to become increasing- 
ly significant is the greater complexity of tasks associated with defending the 
gains of socialism--this in view of the emergence of new means of waging armed con- 
flict, a dangerous aggravation of the international situation brought about by a 
sharp increase in the aggressiveness of imperialism, and an intensification in im- 
perialist military preparations. With significant personnel and material resources 
and powerful modern armies at its disposal, world imperialism-~headed by the United 
States--is stirring up a new “crusade” against communism and developing aggressive 
plans against the USSR and the entire socialist community. 


Militant imperialist circles are counting on being able to achieve military superi- 
Ority, on destroying the military balance which exists between the USSR and the 
United States, between the Warsaw Pact and NATO. The adventurism of these circles, 
their stirring up international tension, their blunt, brazen saber-rattling and 
crude interference in the affairs of sovereign nations and peoples--all of this in- 
creases the military danger. 


From this springs the vital necessity for the active, objective education and up- 
bringing of Soviet people, especially our young men and women, the necessity to in- 
still an acute sense of vigilance and personal responsibility for the destiny of 
socialism and of the world. From this springs an urgency to inculcate a purposeful- 
ness in our workers and soldiers towards constant readiness to defend the Motherland 
and to fulfill their patriotic and international duty in a worthy manner. 


Now--can we discount such a factor as exacerbation of the ideological conflict be- 
tween two social systems? Can we forget about efforts by our class enemies to step 
up their propaganda, or to intensify their attempts at corrupting the consciousness 
of the Soviet people--primarily our youth? Life is demanding increased political 
maturity in the individuai. It is demanding that he harden his moral and ideologi- 
cal orientation, that he enhance his ability not only to staunchly resist, but to 
actively and offensively expose and effectively repulse anything foreign to our 
views and morals. 


One of the most important documents of long-lasting effect, one which outlines major 
trends in the development of our country's educational system, is the CC CPSU decree 
of 26 April 1979 "On the Further Improvement of Ideological, Political and Educa- 
tional Work." This document directly poses the question of further enhancing the 
educational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. The armed forces were obviously not 
specially established to educate youth. They are, as has been stated, the instru- 
ment by which the socialist Fatherland is defended. However, in order to success- 
fully accomplish the mission entrusted to the army and navy, it is necessary that 
personnel be educated in the spirit of.deep communist convictions, of Soviet patri- 
otism and socialist internationalism, of great self-discipline and socialist moral- 


ity. 











"Forming the moral make-up of a defender of the Motherlari presupposes educating the 
soldier-citizen as an active fighter for the cause of communism, ready and capable of 
executing a military order at any cost,” stated Army General A. A. Yepishev, head of 
the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy. "We are talking in this 
sense about the educational role of the Soviet Army and Navy, about service in them 


as a school of life, a school of upbringing." 


The educational role of our armed forces involves a complex, voluminous, highly sys- 
tematized process. But it is primarily a social phenomenon. Indeed, military ser- 

vice directly influences the formation of one or another personality trait or quality. 
It affects a man's very essence which, according to Marx, “is not an abstract per- 

taining to a single individual. It is effectively the totality of all social rela- 
tionships" (Works of K. Marx and F. Engels, vol 3, p 3). 


From the moment classes first appeared, and throughout all the ensuing stages of his 
historical development, man's military activity has occupied an important position in 
social life. This activity in one way or another reflects peculiarities of. the par- 
ticular socio-economic structure and feels within itself the structure's determinant 
influence. In other words, each type of social relationship engenders a correspond- 


ing social personality type of serviceman. 


= 


The educational role of military service is primarily a class phenomenon. As a4 fac- 
tor in the formation of a completely developed personality, one which possesses high 
moral and political attributes, it functions only under conditions in wiiich a social- 
ist army is defending the cause of the working class and all who labor, protecting 
the building of socialism and communism. The system under which personnel of a so- 
cialist army are trained, their aims and missions, are progressive and humane in es- 
sence, and the combat strength of such an army serves objectively to curb the forces 
of reaction and war, to achieve the social and national liberation of peoples and 


promote general peace. 


One might anticipate the question--what kind cf educational role is played by the 
armies of the capitalist countries? It is subordinated entirely to the interests of 
the ruling classes, for whom the armed forces serve as an instrument of anti-popular, 
reactionary foreign and domestic policies. All the same, the ruling circles of the 
imperialist nations use lies, falsification and deceit to hide from servicemen and 
from all workers the true political reasons behind training their troops. The most 
frequently heard reasoning in this regard is the theory that the army is "outside of 
politics," as it were, that “it serves the entire nation," and thus the missions 
with which it is tasked must be accomplished without reflection. In order to pro- 
tect the army from "unreliable elements" a so-called political filtration is used 

in training troops and bringing them up to strength. The entire system of ideolo- 
gical indoctrination is oriented towards solidifying a thoughtless readiness to 
engage in any act of piracy in the interests of imperialism. 


From the position of advanced social ideals, therefore, the educational role of the 
armies of the capitalist world has a completely and sharply negative nature. It does 
not form, but rather destroys the personality. 


The educational role of military service is a political phenomenon which can be ex- 
plainee through its ciose ties to political aims in the training and upbringing of 








personnel, to military and poli*ical features of the world situation. The inter.ela- 
tionship between servicemen's practical activities and politics and ideology is quite 
clearly manifest today as never before. Today's complex international situation de- 
mands that Soviet soldiers more thoroughly understand the significance of their ac- 
tivity in defending the socialist Motherland, the importance of their responsibility 
to maintain combat readiness of the army and navy at required levels. In the final 
analysis it is these factors which determine the political content of the educational 
function of our armed forces. 


Finally, the educational role of military service entails a moral identity. Through- 
out the centuries the working masses have viewed the army as the personification of 
violence and oppression; they have treated military service as a hateful, terrible, 
unavoidable obligation. Reconstruction of the entire system of social relationships 
in Our country based on new, socialist foundations has resulted in radical changes 

in the essence and tasks of military service, and has provided it with a fundamental- 
ly new moral basis. 


As the 26th CPSU Congress noted, the most aggressive circles of imperialism today 
have been especially flagrant in their display of adventuristic policies, their read- 
iness to risk the vital interests of mankind for the sake of narrow, mercenary goals. 
In order to keep these aggressors in check, to defend the gains of socialism and 
peace on earth, we have been forced to maintain an army and navy of sufficient combat 


potential. 


The combat potential of the Soviet Armed Forces was characterized at the 26th CPSU 
Congress as a solid fusion of advanced technological equipment, military expertise 
and an invincible moral spirit. The party has been tireless in its efforts to fur- 
ther solidify this remarkable fusion from year to year and has made this a primary 
task among measures being conducted in the country to strengthen defense capability 
and develop the army and navy. The activities of the armed forces themselves have 
been directed to this end, to include enhancement of their educational role. Such 
enhancement is impossible to achieve without taking into account a set of factors 
which determine the educating influence of military service. These comprise two 
rather vast groupings which are closely related. 


The first grouping includes objective factors--of a general social and political na- 
ture as well as those conditioned by the specific nature of the armed forces. The 
following considerations relate to the social and political factors: the socialist 
structure of life in the Soviet society and the corresponding structure in the mili- 
tary; the complete dominance of Marxist-Leninist ideology, expressing the basic in- 
terests and aims of the working class and all the Soviet people as a historically 
new community of people--an ideology which forms the basis for communist education 

of army and navy servicemen; the function of the USSR Armed Forces as an organ of the 
state in the political system of developed socialism, and their role in providing the 
defense of the communist entity. 


Specific factors include the following: the necessity to constantly maintain a high 
state of combat readiness; a single, prescribed means--which has the force of. law-- 
of bringing the army and navy up to strength and equipping them; strict and precise 
regulation of armed forces training and activities, of its life; constant application 
of the principle of unity of command, a special responsibility for absolute observ- 








ance of requirements stated in military regulations, for s*rict adherence to military 
discipline; the collective nature of military labor and the everyday-life situation 
of servicemen. 


As far as the second grouping-~the subjective factors--is concerned, these are relat- 
ed to the daily activities of commanders, political organs, staffs, and party and 
Komsomol organizations in implementing plans and programs of combat and political 
readiness, in organizing and perfecting the training and education process, and in 
undertaking purposeful, comprehensive, party-oriented, political efforts with mili- 
tary personnel. 


The content of these objective and subjective factors and the way they function in 
forming the soldier's personality are not fixed and unchanging, once-and-for-all. 
Changes occur in the technological equipping of an army and navy, in the content and 
features of military labor, in the degree of education of personnel, their profes- 
sional training and overall cultural levei. These changes reflect social and econom- 
ic transformations in the country, scientific and technological achievements, the 
Spiritual flourishing of Soviet society. 


The party has always taken this into account and continues to do so in formulating 
education and upbringing-associated tasks for the armed forces. It determines the 
content and scope of these tasks dependent on the specific capabilities and peculiar- 
ities of whatever stage the country is going through, on the quality of “human mate- 
rial" replenishing the ranks of the army and navy, on the level of training of mili- 
tary personnel. 


Today's scientific and technological revolution has brought about radical qualitative 
changes in the military sphere. As a result of the emergence of. new types of weapon- 
ry--primarily nuclear missile weaponry--and highly automated guidance processes, as a 
result of the use of highly complex computer technology, there has arisen a great 
number of fundamentally new military and technical specialties. Ina rela: ‘vely 
short period of time servicemen must acquire a great deal of knowledge and master 
procedures, the volume of which grows from year to year. All of this leads to inten- 
sified military activity. The accelerated development has imparted an intellectual, 
creative aspect to military service, a factor which causes the intensification to en- 
compass not only the professional, technical sphere, but also--and to no lesser de~ 
gree--the moral and psychological domain. 


Under these conditions, the educational influence of service in the army and navy has 
not only expanded, but its contents has been significantly revamped as well. 


Servicemen and military collectives today are fulfilling complex responsibilities. 
No matter where it might be located or deployed, every military unit and subunit, 
every ship must be constantly ready for effective operations to repel aggression un- 
der modern conditions. All of this increases the demand for ideological, political, 
moral, psychological and physical personality qualities; it imposes upon each ser~ 
viceman a tremendous social responsibility that frequently reaches national propor- 
tions, by virtue of which the formative role of military service is magnified appre- 


ciably. 











Thus we can see how rich is the spectrum of the educational influence of military 
service in this modern stage of development of the Soviet Armed Forces. The scale of 
this influence can be determined by the fact that it directly encompasses almost the 
entire male population of our country (in a perioi of term active military service 
for individuals of certain ages). As a rule, this period coincides with the time 
one's personality is being most intensively formed and developed. In addition, the 
educating influence of the armed forces is felt not only within the framework of the 
military itself. It has a wholesome effect on the generation that's growing up, on 
people below the conscription age, and in fact on the entire population of the coun- 
try. This is why enhancement of the educational role of military service is an im- 
portant social mission. Its accomplishment will facilitate strengthening the spiri- 
tual potential of Soviet society as a whole. 


Experience shows that service in the army and navy exerts the greatest educational 
influence when the troops’ combat training activities are organized and conducted 
utilizing a political approach. It comes down to the necessity for every serviceman 
to master certain things during his period of service: his job--strenuous, sometimes 
dangerous, but just as necessary to ¢he Country of Soviets as that of a laborer, kol- 
khoz worker or intellectual; the fact that, in our country, his job is a matter of 
glory, valor and heroism; the fact that he is Linked with providing security to the 
first socialist state, the first entirely socialist community. 


The basic way of enhancing the educational role of military service consists in com- 
bining systematic and effective political training with intensive military effort and 
purposeful moral influence upon personnel. Such a combination is in complete com- 
pliance with the comprehensive nature of educational work in the armed forces. The 
political, military and moral aspects of the educational role of the armed forces 

are organically intertwined within the overall task of developing in military person- 
nel the communist ideology, a dedication to the affairs of.the party and of the peo- 
ple, a highly conscious attitude towards constructing and defending the new society. 


Ideological and political education occupies a leading position in this scheme. 
Steadfastly increasing its quality and effectiveness is a major condition for inten- 
sifying the educational influence of military service upon personality. A factor of 
primary significance in resolving this matter is the development and sophistication 
of the system of pelitical training for all categories of servicemen, an extremely 
important element in the ideological and political work being performed ir the armed 


forces. What do we have in mind here? 


What we are talking about primarily is strengthening the relationship between politi- 
cal training and the tasks of enhancing combat readiness, consolidating order and 
discipline. It is no less important to take into account the actual conditions the 
troops live and work under, to make thorough preparations, not only in planning the 
instruction but in all measures that might assist in political training, to provide 
an aggressive spirit, impart effectiveness and leave strong emotional impression. 
[In actively employing the entire arsenal of ideological education measures we must 
specially emphasize those forms, methods and means which correspond to the greatest 
extent to the spiritual make-up of today's servicemen, to the contemporary needs and 
requirements of our army and navy youth. We must persistenly focus our main efforts 
at the center of ideological, political and ideological work--in the company, battery 


and squadron. 
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Further improvements in military educaticn and upbringing are quite significant in 
augmenting the formative influence of military service. The key to accomplishing 
this task is found in proper organization, bringing a high degree of instructive 
quality to combat readiness efforts, and creating a training and exercise environment 
requiring the most intense mental and physical effort from servicemen, demanding 
their maximum output, initiative and creativity. 


Military education undergoes serious harm whenever indulgence or simplifications 
creep into combat training, whenever lapses occur in military discipline or observ- 
ance of regulations, whenever the rules and norms governing relationships among serv- 
icemen are violated. Organization of the entire life and activities of.the unit, 
subunit and ship in strict accordance with regulations is the basis for successful 
fulfillment of training plans and programs, for getting maximum benefit out of.each 
training exercise, each hour of training time. And through this it provides the ba- 
sis for forming in our soldiers the necessary moral and combat qualities. 


We must also keep in mind the fact that the educational role of military service can 
be enhanced to its fullest extent only when military work is scientifically orga- 
nized, when reliable provisions are made in both the material and technical sense and 
the moral, political aspect. 


Training and education comprise a single process. Unfortunately, however, experience 
shows that there are officers--young ones, especially--who believe that this unity 
comes about automatically; they don't really give their best effort to achieving the 
greatest upbringing-related effect during instructional periods. Without a doubt, 
working on military equipment, exercises, flights, marches, driving combat vehicles, 
weapons firing and launching missiles ali impart professional military qualities in 
themselves. But their beneficial, formative effect on the personality is enhanced 
immeasurably when comprehensive education and upbringing-related aims are determined 
in advance for such activities, and indeed for all military and specialized training 
activities; when achievement of these aims are persistently pursued and the educa- 
tional opportunities afforded through socialist competition are utilized to the maxi- 
mum possible extent. 


A general requirement of military education and upbringing today is full, skilled 
application by commanders, political organs, and party and Komsomol organizations of 
all means at their disposal to bring our servicemen, without exception, into the 
training process, to get them involved in the struggle to improve the combat readi- 
ness of the unit, subunit and ship. It is obvious that consistent fulfiliment of 


cit 


this requirement will serve to further enhance the educational role of our armed 
forces. 


Achievement of this goal depends directly upon improvements in the sphere of moral 
upbringing. The party has charted a great and clear course of.operation in this re- 
gard. It involves the development in every Soviet citizen of a vital, active orien- 
tation, a conscientious relationship to his social duty where integration of word and 
deed becomes the everyday behavioral norm. 


The transformation of communist moral requirements into a behavioral norm, into ac- 
customed practice, is not an easy task. And it won't be accomplished casually or in 
one fell swoop. Well-planned, systematic, painstaking efforts are required here. 
The basic method for accomplishing this work is, beyond a doubt, the individual ap- 


proach. 





It is very important to fully utilize educational opportunities afforded by the mili- 
tary collective. For this reason a fundamental significance must be attributed to 
creating a healthy moral atmosphere within the collective based on regulation, and on 
developing correct social views, a positive moral climate and orientation. 


Along with the political, military and moral aspects, the educational role of the armed 
forces entails other, relatively independent areas. There is legal education, for 
example, the central purpose of.which is to impart a socialist, legal consciousness 

to our servicemen. There is esthetic education, directed towards developing esthetic 
views, feelings and tastes in our personnel. Then we have physical education, etc. 
But, as already noted, all of these aspects blend into a single process, the effec- 
tiveness of which is determined to a decisive extent by commanders, political organs, 
and party and Komsomol organizations, by their organizational and ideological style, 

by the entirety of the political and educational effort. 


Not only is actuality making ever-increasing demands of.the content, forms and meth- 
ods of this kind of work, but it is also requiring more of those who organize and 
conduct it. This is why our primary concern today must be the achievement of impres- 
sive final results in the sphere of education and upbringing. We have in mind here 
the effective growth of conscientiousness, responsibility and active social activity 
on the part of servicemen; fulfillment of.their obligations in socialist competition; 
amplification of their actual contribution towards accomplishing the day-to-day, 
practical tasks of increasing combat readiness, of strengthening order and discipline. 


The objective of our educational effort is the man. In order to influence his devel- 
Opment we must know his thoughts and dreams, his needs and requirements--in the true 
sense, not superficially. We must live by his interests and be able to convince him, 
captivate him, get him to follow us. Authority must be used here, and--as is well 
known--authority doesn't come automatically with the job; it must be earned through 
one's persistent efforts, one's personal example in faultless execution of duty, 
through moral purity. When all of this is present, a concrete, beneficial effect can 
be seen on the personality. When it is not, there will be no such effect regardless 
of what wonderful statements are made about upbringing, regardless of.how impressive 
the plans are for achieving results in this sphere. 


There are certain officers, unfortunately, who still prefer to “educate” either from 
the platform or from "across the table." In both cases a "distance" exists between 
the leader and his subordinate. Moreover, it is unfortunately not rare to see con- 
ceit, haughtiness, tactlessness and even pure coarseness on the part of certain of- 
ficers. This is the main reason for the lack of mutual understanding, and sometimes 
alienation which exists between an officer and his subordinate. It shouldn't be nec- 
essary to state what tremendous harm this causes the educational process. There can- 
not be an absence of "feedback" with regard to a directive "from above;" issuing an 
order won't solve the problem. Only the officer himself can resolve the situation, 
when he assumes a genuinely party-oriented position with regard to educational work. 
What does such a position consist of? V. I. Lenin stated that it consists in “being 
able to gain the infinite trust of the masses through comradely relationships with 
them, carefully tending to their needs" (Complete Works, vol 44, p 348). The Sixth 
All-Army Conference of Secretaries of Primary Party Organizations devoted serious 


attention to these issues. 
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There exists a significant opportunity for enhancing the educational role of military 
service in the improvement of non-commissioned officer activity. Experience accumu- 
lated in some of our fcremost units and ships shows that the most important factor 
here is daily reinforcement of the authority of the sergeant and sergeant-major; 
their increased responsibility for the state of affairs in the squad, crew or team, 
in the military collective as a whole; an informal approach towards their everyday 
training, to include improving their pedagogic and psychological training. 


In short, every military leader--regardless of rank--must possess the skill to effec- 
tively utilize the power entrusted to him to further the education and upbringing of 
his troops. He must rely on the party and Komsomol organization, on a thorough 
knowledge of the needs, requirements and interests of people, and on dependable con- 
tact with his subordinates. The necessity to develop and improve the military work 
style presents serious tasks as regards educating the educators. Our ability to 
strengthen the formative influence of military service also depends on the state of 


affairs here. 


Thus, the educational role of the Soviet Armed Forces is based on the Marxist-Lenin- 
ist world view. It is the systematic, comprehensive influence of the military social 
environment and system of training and education upon the individual, in the in- 
terests of forming within him solid ideoiogical, moral, professional and physical 
qualities necessary to a builder and defender of. the new society. 


Steadfast enhancement of the educational role of the armed forces is being achieved 
through greater integration of the efforts of.commanders, political organs, and party 
and Komsomol organizations in mobilizing personnel towards further improving the com- 
bat readiness of the army and navy, towards implementing the historical decisions of 
the 26th CPSU Congress and celebrating the 60th anniversary of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. In reliably safeguarding the peaceful labor of the Soviet peo- 
ple as well as the gains of. socialism and peace on earth, our army and navy are mak- 
ing a great contribution to the education and upbringing of Soviet citizens--bringing 
forth politically mature, well-rounded patriots and internationalists, well versed in 


the building of communism. 


COPYRIGHT: ‘''Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982 
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ARMED FORCES 


OFFICERS' DEPORTMENT: IMPROVEMENT METHODS DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 41-45 


[Article by Lt Col Yu. Volgin, party commission secretary of a unit [soyedineniye] 
political department: "Active Orientation as a Real-Life Norm") 


[Text] The party commission meeting had ended. Again and again I think about it-- 
I can almost hear the ardent speeches of party commission members censuring the im- 
proper behavior of communist A. Kuz'mov. And he, hands tightly clasped, would some- 
how unnaturally throw his head back or look out the window, as if afraid of meeting 
the glance of someone in the room. He answered party commission members’ questions 
in terse spurts--"Yes, yes, of course I admit my guilt...will I get to appear before 
the men?" "There's no time...Have you ever been drinking on duty?" "That's hap- 
pened. I wanted to get myself up..." 


Well, he would “get himself up" and use an official vehicle on duty time to take care 
of personal matters. He once lost control of his vehicle and the motor pool official 
blocked his exit, stating: "You're not going out on duty while I'm here." 


I'm now looking over some documents entitled "Personal Matters Pertaining to Member 
cf the Communist Party Major A. A. Kuz'mov." Kuz'mov's file over previous years is 
filled with the most flattering comments as to his duty, political and moral charac- 
teristics. It notes good professional qualities, efficiency and a personal striving 
to contribute his maximum towards overall mission success. Excerpts follow from re- 
ports of recent party meetings and party commission sessions, explanatory notes, 
Statements of duty and party characteristics. It becomes clear from part of the la- 
test statement on duty characteristics: "He's taken up hard drinking and stays away 
from political and educational work...He lacks will power, finds it difficult to ccpe 


with his job.” 


What happened with Kuz'mov--formerly an ideal communist and officer? Once exacting 
of himself and others, why had he now lost his principles? Once an active partici- 
pant, why was he now indifferent to everything going on around him? How could one 
whose conduct in the past was irreproachable now be violating discipline? Why did 
one who held prestige lose his good name? Many of these "why's" spring from Kuz'mov's 


personal affairs. 


It is well known that the qualities of a good communist and his vital orientation are 
formed during the everyday routine of party organization work, within the moral and 
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political climate that exists here. Confidence, great exactingness of one another 
and comradely concern for overall mission success comprise the basis of a party col- 
lective's military spirit. As noted at the All-Army Conference of Secretaries of 
Primary Party Organizations, it is the duty of the party organization to be constant- 
ly concerned about augmenting the leading role of party members and candidate mem 
bers, about enhancing their education as political fighters and insuring that commu- 
nists observe party, state and military discipline. Party committees and bureaus are 
obligated to keep the activities of every communist within their field of vision. 

In my opinion, Officer Kuz'mov's metamorhphosis substantiates the need for this. 


An officer comes into a unit with a certain amount of worthwhile experience and good 
reports from previous service. He works on keeping his equipment in top shape. You 
hear his comments at party meetings. He's with his subordinates from early morning 
to late evening. That's the way it was with Kuz'mov when he initially took up the 
new job, and it made the party organization happy. The opinion was formed that he 
was a competent specialist, works with people a lot, is concerned about his job and 
his conduct--in other words, there's no reason to worry. And once this was so. 


Nonetheless, the fact of the matter is that a communist's activity cannot be evaluat- 
ed by yesterday's achievements, by one-time successes. The sense of responsibility, 
the striving to achieve perfection is cultivated through constant, exacting demands 
on the individual to perform his party and official duty. Such demands were not made 
here. Party activists failed to manifest any special interest in what Kuz'mov was 
involved in. The first symptoms of the officer's carelessness, of his conduct not 
totally fitting--to put it mildly--went unnoticed. What is bewildering is the fact 
that wou have here a fit party organization, capable of fulfilling complex and re- 
sponsible tasks; but in Kuz'mov's case it failed to seize the moment when the commu- 
nist could have been rehabilitated. It called him to task only after he had begun to 
go downhill--and the hill proved to be too steep. The belated admonishments and 


strict reprimands didn't help. 


It is well known that the fitness of any party organization is determined by the fit- 
ness and vital, active orientation of each of its members. The realization of one's 
duty and the attainment of high political and moral qualities do not come about by 
themselves, but are rather the result of education and self-education. I have had 
occasion, for example, to observe many CPSU members of the battalion where Captain A. 
Kosyrev is party bureau secretary as they initially assumed their duties. I remem- 
ber the timid manner in which platoon leader--now company commander--Captain G. 

Evel' took his post. He had a broad theoretical outlook and knew the training and 
education requirements of personnel, but he had great difficulty in executing the 
practical application of training and education methods he had learned. He enthusi- 
astically set about accomplishing a mission, but soon lost interest and forgot about 
it. When the subject was brought up during the course of.regimental party committee 
interviews, the communist would justify his neglectful duty performance by citing 


youth and lack of experience. 


"You've got a strange crientation,™ Evel''s comrades told him. They advised him to 
take a close look at officer communists in other subunits, whose orientation remained 
aggressive, energetic and principled no matter what they were engaged in. They also 
were young. So youth and inexperience provide no justification for failures; they 
are not a shield behind which one can hide lack of will power or responsibility, 
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inefficiency. Many, many times I've discussed things with CPSU member G. Evel’. We 
have met at the training area and in the classroom; we've met during off-duty hours. 
But no matter how the conversation got started, it always wound up the same way--talk- 
ing about the orientation a CPSU member must have in fulfilling his duty and party re- 
sponsibilities. In ever more frequent and scrupulous manner this became the topic of 
conversation with the communist within his own party collective. Finally an environ- 
ment of great and constant exactingness--the kind of exactingness where the slightest 
departure from commonly accepted party rules is noticed and receives party attention-- 
yielded results. 


Certainly a reappraisal of the values in one's consciousness does not come about all 
of a sudden. Evel’ gradually threw off his coating of bravado and learned to make 
wholehearted demands of himself, quite a change from his previous orientation. The 
attention the party organization devoted to him over this period played its role too 
in changing him. On recommendation of the party bureau, Evel’ entered a Marxism-Len- 
inism university and became actively involved in social work. He used the knowledge 
and skills acquired at the university in conducting discussions with soldiers with re- 
gard to the international situation and the domestic life of the country. 


In creating within the party collective an atmosphere of exactingness and scrupulous- 
ness, a great role is played by report~-rendering by communists as to their fulfillment 
of party or official duty. The format is well known; it is used in a majority of the 
party collectives of our unit. But its effectiveness, unfortunately, is not the same 
everywhere. Some people have the idea that such report-rendering must encompass two 
categories of communists (which I conditionally designate)--the most active and suc- 
cessful members, so as to generalize their experience and offer it as an example for 
the others; and those who do not shine through success in duty performance and social 
work, who allow mistakes and have discipline problems. Using this kind of approach, 
communists who would not be rated among the leaders (as if nothing could be learned 
from them) nor among those at fault (nothing they should be especially called to task 
for) drop out of sight of the party committee or bureau. Perhaps the saddest part of 
this is that it has a negative influence on those who comprise the "golden mean," of 
whom little is demanded. Moreover, there are those who have adopted a position of 


striving to remain in that category. 


Here's a situation I had occasion to witness not too long ago. A subunit party bu- 
reau had decided to hear the reports of two communists. One of them took the news 
mildly--it wouldn't be the first time he reported at a bureau meeting. His duty per- 
formance was precise; the company he commands took one of the top positions in the 
unit over the most recent training period. He himself actively participated in so- 
cial work, was a people's control group member and belonged to the library council. 
The newspaper had reported on his performance many times. 


The second individual came from the "golden mean" of whom heavy demands aren't made. 
"Why me?" he shrugged his shoulders in perplexed fashion. And his merits, in fact, 
didn't show anything special. He paid his dues regularly; the company he served in 
wouldn't be listed among the best, but not among the worst either. He wasn't caught 
up in meaningful assignments; then again, there was no cause for disciplinary action. 
It was a comfortable position--people like to cling to it. But the party organiza- 
tion, unfortunately, seems contented with such an orientation on the part of certain 
communists and fails to make any real demands of them. How can it fail to heed the 
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resolution of the All-Army Conference of Secretaries of Primary Party Organizations, 
in which it is stated that communists’ personal example in military training and serv- 
ice must occupy the center of attention in the work of party organizations, that it is 
necessary to analyze thoroughly and systematically, and evaluate in principled fashion 
the manner in which each party member and candidate member treats his party and duty 
obligations, the way he personally contributes to the combat readiness of the unit, 


subunit and ship. 


This is exactly how the party organization functions in which A. Kosyrev is bureau 
secretary. It constantly makes great demands of every communist. This attunes people 
to initiative and creativity in their work, forces them to look at themselves objec- 
tively, bucks them up and causes them to scrupulously evaluate what they've achieved. 
Let me cite, for example, the brothers Aleksandr and Sergey Vorob'yev, young commu- 
nists and platoon leaders in the same company. Energetic in their duty performance, 
they are always full of creative plans. Preparation is on-going for a thematic eve- 
ning session entitled "Our Family of Fraternal Peoples." You can bet the Vorob'yev's 
are participating. It's necessary to organize a meeting with veterans of the Great 
Patriotic War--they're taking on a major share of the effort. A battalion athletic 
team is being formed--the Vorob'yev s are on it. I1 might add that their platoons are 
competing as well. The men untertook the obligation to retain their designation of 
"excellent." And they have been performing the same way on the firing line; they 
zealously follow one another's achievements. All the same, the reports of their CPSU 
members at bureau meetings don't bear a triumphal character. Here, of course, you 
find the strict tone expected of bureau members, including the Vorob'yev's. 


Here's an incident that says something. Sergey finished a test-fire exercise with a 
grade of "excellent." Aleksandr didn't fare so well. But their subordinates came 
through just the opposite--Aleksandr's platoon was rated "excellent,’' Sergey's "good." 


“Boasting's not in order--Aleksandr beat me in specialist training methods," stated 
communist S. Vorob'yev in the self-critical manner. 


"Yes, but I lacked stability in my personal level of training,” said bureau member A. 
Vorob' yev. 


Let's face it--such exactingness on the part of cur young communists is gratifying. 
And the party organization requires just the same exactingness of them. Members and 
candidate members of the party acquire a sense of responsibility and a scrupulous ap- 
proach towards evaluating their efforts in the party collective through the total 
structure of vital activity they're engaged in. This proceeds from many factors. 


We will name a few. 


Acute, burning issues of the day jump out from the meeting agenda of the battalion 
party organization. Rank-and-file CPSU members are tasked with speaking at the meet- 
ings. This commits our comrades to a great extent, causes them to examine their per- 
sonal orientation. For in order to exbort others it is necessary to meet contemporary 
requirements oneself, to show a model, principled approach in everything. 


When, figuratively speaking, a communist pays his "party dues" towards common, party 
collective efforts, he intensifies the vital orientation of every communist. All 
party members and candidate members of the organization we're talking about are as- 
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signed missions. In their concern about social needs and the affairs of the collec- 
tive, people grow in spirit; they acquire high moral qualities and live by the in- 
terests of those around them. They will not accept indifference--this is for them 
an alien orientation. 


A certain Officer S. arrived in the battalion. His prior service was somewhat simi- 
lar to Kuz'mov's. He had lost control of himself, and they had lost control of him. 
He would go out carousing, be late for duty. How would the new collective greet 
such a person at fault? Not with open arms--but they greeted him. They exhibited a 
high degree of exactingness of him, and were attentive. Party bureau secretary Capt 
Kosyrev asked: 


“Did you come with your family?" 


a. 


"Things don't look good right now as far as on-post housing is concerned. We'll put 
you on the list. In the meantime you can stay with us. We'll make room..." 


The man was treated with some sensitivity; he wasn't left alone. His duty accom- 
plishment as an officer was monitored tactfully, yet scrupulously. People did not 
indulge him, but caused him to feel that he was required to do the same as everyone 
else. The man began to bring himself back in line and acquire the necessary quali- 


ties. 


The manifestation of a vital and active orientation takes many forms. It is not lim- 
ited to the communist himself growing politically and enriching his knowledge, con- 
tributing towards an improvement in the quality of military and political readiness 
Or mastery of modern weapons technology, strengthening discipline or increasing com- 
bat readiness. A communist's orientation is characterized as well by the assistance 
he renders in training and serving those around him, in struggling for overall suc- 
cess. In fact the very calling of soldier-communist evokes personal example, the 
force of ideological conviction in mobilizing personnel to achieve exemplary accom- 
plishment of party demands and the requirements of the 26th CPSU Congress for the 
armed forces. A communist is judged not by his words, but by his specific deeds. 

It is the actions--and not the good intentions or empty appeals--which determine a 
communist's orientation. 


What about actual cases? There are many; and insofar as their influencing effect on 
people is concerned they are quite prominent. Here is one example. Company command- 
er communist S. Parkhandeyev dropped by the orderly room to see an officer who had 
been sharply but deservedly criticized at the latest party meeting for failing to 
tighten up the time standards for working on combat equipment, a fact which adversely 
affected the crews’ combat readiness. At the same meeting Officer Parkhandeyev was 
soundly praised for his efforts in this area and others were urged to learn from him. 
But urging is one thing. Not all of us are able to overcome our pride enough to ap- 
proach someone else for a lesson (we tell ourselves we know something--we've been 
through the training, and we're the ones that will set things straight). Taking this 
into account, CPSU member Parkhandeyev went up to his comrade and said: 


"I have calculations here for cutting down the time and meeting the work standard. 
Why don't you take them--they might be of some help." 
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The officer did so. Refining the calculations so that they would conform to his own 
subunit, he utilized them for specialist training. 


A vital, active orientation... It's difficult to exaggerate the role of party com- 
missions in this regard. They are responsible under the direction of political or- 
gans, as we know, for active participation in monitoring how party members and candi~ 
date members comply with CPSU statutes, and how they observe party, state and mili- 
tary discipline. Their entire scope of activity is devoted to enhancing the respon- 
sibility of communists for implementing party policies. 


The party commission of our unit's political department constantly insures that each 
of its members visits the units and subunits as frequently as possible; that he meets 
not only with party activists, but with rank-and-file communists as well; that he 
discusses with them how things are going duty-wise, how active people are in communi- 
ty affairs, and to what extent requirements set in the CPSU statutes have become the 
ruling force in the life of each party member and candidate member. In this regard 
we pay particular attention to inculcating in communists that quality which charac- 
terizes their vital and active orientation to a great extent--responsibility for ac- 
complishment of their party and official duty. Primarily what we have occasion to 
see, of course, is party members and candidate members appearing before the party 
commission as respondents to one sort or another of mistake, blunder, violation of 
CPSU statutes or transgression of the standards set for party and military life. 

And every time this comes up we ask ourselves--did this comrade learn a lesson from 
his mistake? What is his party orientation now when a conflict of opinion arises, 

in a situation where one must take a principled approach in evaluating not only his 
own conduct, but that of his colleague? What is his contribution towards the overall 
success? How does he relate to the requirement to constantly increase combat readi- 


ness and enhance politizal vigilance? 


Now, as the entire country and its armed forces are preparing a worthy gift to honor 
this glorious anniversary marking 60 years since the formation of the USSR, and as 
our troops are entering the final phase of the training year, communists are setting 
particularly exacting standards of one another. Their vital and active orientation 
is being shown first and foremost through still more energetic participation in the 
struggle for steady enhancement of our troops’ combat readiness and fighting effi- 
ciency, and in the struggle tw accomplish those tasks the party has assigned our 
armed defenders--in dependably standing watch over the peaceful, constructive labor 


of the Soviet people. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982 
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ARMED FORCES 


ACTIVITIES OF PROPAGANDISTS' INFORMATION CENTER DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 61-63 


[Article by Reserve Lt Col V. Zalyzin and Lt Col (retired) I. Moshkovskiy: "The Ref- 
erence Information Center in Operation"] 


[Text] Lt L. Fedulov was preparing his lecture on the topic “Armies and Military/ 
Political Blocs of the Imperialist Nations." He looked over the notes he had taken 
at a seminar for political activity group leaders and noted the words he'd underlined 
in the text of the party's Central Committee resolution "On the 60th Anniversary of 
the Formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics": "To decidedly lay bare 
the facts of imperialism's intervention in the internal affairs of sovereign nations, 
attempts to converse with them in the language of threats, to impose their will using 
political pressure, economic and military blackmail." 


Decidedly--this means reasonably argued, with a knowledge of the subject. In order 
to do this the propagandist must study, summarize and generalize the abundance of 
factors which characterize the imperialist military blocs and alignments as tools of 
aggression and expansion. He must permeate the soldiers’ consciousness with these 
ideas so that they acquire a deep understanding of the necessity for tirelessly en- 
hancing their vigilance and combat readiness in the name of providing a reliable de- 
fense for the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and the gains of socialism. Fedu- 
lov's experience in preparing such a presentation on his own was not all that exten- 
sive, nor did he have very much time. He had recently taken over a platoon, and so 


there were very many things to be done. 


The young officer recalled the advice of his colleagues-~-seek assistance at the ref- 
erence information center at the post officers' club. That evening he entered a spa- 
cious, well-lit office. Along the walls were display cases depicting the life and 
activities of V. I. Lenin, the history of the Party, the decisions of the 26th CPSU 
Congress. Here were displayed "Sixty Heroic Years," “Our Soviet Way of Life." The 
shelves held books and brochures, packets of newspaper articles, a variety of refer- 
ence materials. A lieutenant colonel was seated at a desk behind a name plate read- 
ing “Consultant Duty Officer." After introducing himself, Fedulov explained what he 


was interested in. 


"Two other officers requested consultation on the same issues. They're coming over 
shortly--let's wait for them," the lieutenant colonel said. “In the meantime why 
don't we select suitable visual aids material and discuss how best to set it up." 
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That evening the young officer filled up many pages in his notebook. He wrote out a 
detailed plan for his presentation, including teaching methods to employ in getting 

the material across and reinforcement techniques using convincing facts and examples, 
employing visual aids and slides. The officer, a non-TOE propagandist, received de- 
tailed answers to all his questions. From that day forward Fedulov--and through his 
example Lieutenants Vorozheykin and Grigorenko--made regular visits to the reference 


information center. 


Thanks to the fact that a monthly plan is posted in advance in a prominent location, 
each visitor to the officers’ club can jot down in his notebook who will be conduct- 
ing one or another consultation session, what discussions with specialists or other 
interesting people have been planned, when they will take place. 


Within the scope of the plans and actual activity of the reference information center, 
a great deal of attention is currently being devoted to measures whose purpose is to 
assist the active ideological membership in explaining and interpreting to our sol- 
diers internal and external party policies, ideas of friendship among the peoples of 
the USSR, ideas of proletarian internationalism. In consultations and discussions 
among officers at the reference information center and in the materials available 
there, warrant officers too find the answers to questions that concern them--ques- 
tions on the education and upbringing of multi-national military collectives, on the 
inculcation of high moral, political and combat qualities in every soldier. 


The display cases are being replenished with new materials relating the decisions of 
the 26th CPSU Congress and the achieverents of our Motherland in resolving social, 
political, economic, scientific and technical problems. They relate the course of 
implementation of programs of the llth Five-Year Plan, the Soviet way of life and the 
campaign record of the Soviet Armed Forces. They reflect daily and weekly events. 


Library workers helped mount book display cases for works that shed light on the his- 
tory of the Nation of Soviets, materials that point out the tremendous social gains 
our people have achieved over the 60 years of existence of the Union of Soviet Social- 
ist Republics. A variety of publications were selected by genre--thematic collec- 
tions of the works of V. I. Lenin, CPSU documents, scientific studies, essays, collec- 


tion of memoirs, reference works. 


The center's main concern is the organization of consultations and discussions of 
topical, pressing issues for non-TOE propagandists--members of agitation and propa- 
ganda groups and collectives, political activity group leaders, political information 
personnel, party and Komsomol activists. Well-qualified specialists are enlisted 
daily to serve in the duty officer post and conduct consultation with visitors. 

These are the best trained officer communists among commanders, political workers and 
non-TOE propagandists with regard to political, military and methodology concerns and 
include Colonel A. Chervyakov, Majors M. Zuyev, Yu. Tkachev and N. Moskal'. Officers’ 
club director Lt Col M. Dmitryuk draws up the list of consultants, duty officer sched- 
ule and work plan for the center. The plan is approved by the political organ, which 
makes frequent adjustments depending on the particular features of the tasks person- 
nel must fulfill and consequently on the activities of commanders, political workers 


and the active ideological body. 


The political organ is concern-d about insuring that the information flow and consul- 
tations which take place in the center are of high quality and reflect the spirit of 
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the times. Propagandists who serve as duty officers are regularly informed as to new 
directions in political, military and technical literature. "™“*w receive presenta- 
tions from commanders and political workers explaining the features of one stage or 
another of combat or political training for personnel, relating the progress achieved 
in competition in honor of the 60th anniversary of the formation of the Union of Sov- 


iet Socialist Republics. 


Political organs use the opportunities afforded by the reference information center 
for effectively explaining the provisions of party documents to servicemen and in- 
forming them of events which influence the military and political world environment. 
This allows officers and warrant officers to better orient themselves in the broad 
flow of information. Live presentations and radio and television broadcasts are em- 
ployed for this purpose to expound on political, international and economic subjects. 
Radio and television are available at the reference information center. 


The layout and mode of operation of the center have been planned so that visitors 
will have the opportunity to work on their own. In the library reading hall, for ex- 
ample, we met Capt 2d Rank V. Kolesnikov, a Marxism-Leninism student. After select- 
ing the necessary literature with the help of the consultant duty officer, he retired 
to one of the desks and worked enthusiastically on a paper entitled “Economic Party 
Policies in the Period of Developed Socialism." It was a different matter that drew 
retired Capt lst Rank A. Terekhov to the reference information center. A member of 
the post officers’ club military and scientific society, he was preparing an oral re- 
view on the memoirs of Great Patriotic War veterans and came here to verify certain 
facts. Warrant Officer N. Mishchenko had a discussion with the on-duty consuitant, 
then worked on preparation of his political information presentation. 


The reference information center strives to satisfy a variety of servicemen's moral 
needs. After conversations with soldiers, propagandists realized it would be desir- 
able to illustrate the Soviet way of life and explain the principles of socialist 
democracy in a more diversified fashion. And so a number of measures were planned in 
this regard. Among the consultations set up which evoked a great deal of interest 
from servicemen and members of their families were "The National Question Today," 
"The Soviet Way of Life--A Grand Achievement of Socialism," "The Expansion of Social- 
ist Democracy--Essence of the USSR Constitution," and "The Soviet Soldier-- 
Full-Fledged Citizen of the USSR." Presentations on these questions were given not 
only by propagandists, but also by people who have spent time abroad, people who have 
had the opportunity to compare the democracy of.the socialist system with the "free- 
dom" of the capitalist countries. 


A series of discussions and information sessions was planned in conjunction with 
preparation for the 60th anniversary of the formation of the USSR dealing with the 
revolutionary, labor and military traditions of the Communist Party, the Soviet peo- 
ple and the armed forces. The series opened with discussions on V. I. Lenin. The 
plan includes discussions and information sessions on CPSU activity dealing with the 
international rallying of workers, on achievements of the union and autonomous repub- 
lics, on people whose names are associated with the history of the formation of the 
USSR and the consolidation of its economic and defensive might. The best propagan- 
dists are being enlisted to conduct the discussions, not only from the post, but 
from the city as well. They include Doctor of Physics and Mathematical Sciences V. 
Malakhovskiy, Candidate of Economic Sciences L. Stryuk, Candidate of Philosophical 
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Sciences L. Luzeyev, "Znaniye [knowledge] Society" lectors V. Volkov, V. Sokolov, Yu. 
Ivanov, and war veterans and Heroes of the Soviet Union P. Shemendyuk and M. Ivanov. 


Reference information center activists effectively responded to the decisions of the 
May 1982 Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and its adoption of the Foodstuffs Pro- 
gram. Library workers assisted in setting up cases for books and brochures dealing 
with problems relating to the party's agrarian policies. Non-TOE propagandists and 
political information personnel may take advantage of diagrams depicting the growth 
of agricultural production since the March 965 CC CPSU Plenum in preparing their 
presentations, as well as posters and other materials of an illustrative nature which 
shed light om economic and social changes in the village. A certain time period is 
devoted to conducting consultations with specialists--agrarian and economic experts, 


food industry workers. 


The scheme of things at the reference information center makes it an important ele- 
ment in the ideological education activity as a whole that has developed in pos< 
units |chast'] and subunits [podrazdeleniye], and that is directed towards maintain- 
ing a high degree of political vigilance and combat readiness, towards strengthening 
military discipline and greeting the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the forma- 
tion of the USSR in worthy fashion. 
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OUTLINE FOR INDOCTRINATION ON MOPAL AND COMBAT QUALITIES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Pussian No 18, Sep 82 (signed tc press 2 Sep 
82) pp 69-74 


[Article by Engr-Col V. Chernyshev: "Discipline and Execution of Orders--Moral and 
Combat Qualities of the Utmost Importance in Soviet Servicemen"™} 


[Text] This is a topic that has a great deal of significance for sol‘iers and sail- 
ors who are beginning their period of service. The purpose of studying it is to 
help servicemen discern the substance and importance of military discipline, learn 
the requirements of our party, our state and the USSR Defense Minister in maintaining 
strict order according to regulation within our subunits [podrazdeleniye], units 
[chast'] and ships, and realize the necessity for precision execution and unques- 
tioned obedience to commanders and supervisors. 


Two hours are allotted for studying this subject. The method of lecture and lively, 
developed discussion is recommended. It would be desirable for the lesson to examine 
the following questions: 1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Soviet military discipline 
and what it requires of servicemen; 2. The increased significance of discipline and 
Organization in the army and navy under modern conditions; 3. What it is to be a 
disciplined, obedient soldier--to effect unquestioned execution of commanders' and 


supervisors’ orders. 


These short, introductory comments should emphasize that servicemen today are begin- 
ning their service at a portentous time for the country. All the Soviet people are 
highly enthusiastic in their efforts to fulfill the historical decisions of the 26th 
CPSU Congress, and have set about accomplishing the USSR Food Production Program for 
the period through 1990. This program has become a most significant, integral part 
of the party's economic strategy and is directed towards the all-encompassing social 
development of society and increasing the people's standard of living. An atmosphere 
of great socia’, political and work-related activity characterizes the highly enthu- 
siastic activity of the Soviet people and our servicemen in the armed forces in their 
preparation to observe the 65th anniversary of the Great October Revolution and the 
60th anniversary of the formation of the USSR. 


At the same time, the Soviet Union and all countries of the socialist community--and 
all peace-loving communities on our planet--continue in the persistent, urgent strug- 
gle for peace, overcoming the force of the most aggressive imperialistic circles, 

the United States first and foremost, directed towards preparing and unleashing a 
nuclear missile world war. 








The Soviet Union has taken necessary measures--and will continve to do so--to main- 
tain the defensive capacity, combat power and military readiness of its armed forces 
at the required levels. One of.the most important components of.a high state of com- 
bat readiness is military discipline. The state of discipline of our soldiers and 
sailors is the manifestation of their high degree of political consciousness, their 
military bearing, self-discipline and constant readiness to carry out capably and 
selflessly their sacred, constitutional duty of.defending the Soviet Motherland and 
the great gains of socialism. 


l. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Soviet Military Discipline and its Requirements of 
Servicemer. 


In preparing to discuss this first question, we should note that Soviet military dis- 
cipline is part of socialist discipline in general throughout the country. Its es- 
sence consists of strict, exact conformance on the part of all servicemen to the 
established order, unquestioned adherence to established laws, rules and military 
regulations. It is based on every serviceman's consciousness of his military duty 
and his personal responsibility to defend his Motherland--the Union of Soviet Social- 
ist Republics. A disciplined serviceman is a politically mature citizen, selflessly 
devoted to the ideals of the Communist Party, prepared to give his every effort and, 
if required, his life to the cause of defending the gains of socialism. It is not by 
mere chance that V. I. Lenin includes this concept of disciplire among the basic 
reasons our people were victorious after the terrible ordeals they suffered during 
the civil war: "When we think about what it was, in the final analysis, that formed 
the foundation for the historical miracle that took place--where a weak, enfeebled, 
backward country defeated the strongest countries in the world--we see that it was 
centralization, discipline and unprecedented self-sacrifice" (Complete Works, vol 40, 


p 241). 


Without discipline, without the strictest obedience, it is not only impossible for an 
army to be victorious--it cannot even exist. It is discipline which makes an army a 
combat-capable entity, linked and fused in a single will, a single aim, a single 
striving to attain victory. Without discipline a soldier is incapable of any organ- 
ized activity. The influence of discipline is multiplied again and again when the 
soldier understands, when he feels with his heart and mind the necessity, irrevoca- 
bility and obligation of. his obedience and support. 


The Great Patriotic War is replete with convincing examples of.this. Here is one of 
them. In the summer of 1942 near the village of.Malyye Rossoshki, 33 Soviet anti- 
tank riflemen had repulsed a fascist tank attack. They held their defended position, 
destroyed 27 enemy tanks and dozens of Hitler's troops--and stayed alive. A letter 
written by heroic defenders of Stalingrad reads: "We were victorious because we were 
staunch and brave. We established an iron discipline within our ranks." The front- 
line soldiers know quite well--without discipline there can be no victory. 


Soviet military discipline has precisely this conscientious trait. The discipline of 
our servicemen is their conscious and entirely meaningful orientation--based on com- 
munist convictions--to obedience of.Soviet laws, execution of the demands of the mil- 
itary oath and regulations, fulfillment of.commanders' and supervisors’ orders and of 
their service obligations. V. I. Lenin taught that were it not for conscious, iron 
discipline, we could never have formed the Red Army; we could never have withstood 
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the onslaught of White Guard hordes and interventionists. Vladimir Il‘ich was ex- 
tremely strict in his demand for putting into effect the concepts of discipline and 
subordination to authority. He called upon soldiers and sailors, as well as upon all 
working people, to execute all Red Army laws and orders out of conscience and not 
fear, to support army discipline in every way possible (See Complete Works, vol 39, 


p 152). 


Adhering to Lenin's wise precepts, our Comnunist Party is constantly concerned with 
further strengthening discipline in the Soviet Armed Forces, with maintaining strict 
adherence to order according to regulation in the army and navy. The program of our 
party emphasizes that the CPSU will do everything in its power to insure that the 
Soviet Armed Forces are a precise, well-coordinated entity with a high level of or- 
ganization and discipline, that they fulfill the tasks set for them by the party, 
government and the people in exemplary fashion, and that they be prepared at any mo- 
ment to deal a crushing blow to the imperialist aggressors. The party is constantly 
working to insure that our servicemen are equipped with the most modern armament, 
that they are well-trained and provided with every material necessity, and that they 
possess high moral, political and combat qualities, in order that the high state of 
combat readiness of our armed forces be constantly maintained. 


Strict military discipline is rightfully called the foundation of combat readiness. 
Speaking at the Sixth All-Army Conference of Secretaries of.Primary Party Organiza- 
tions in May of this year, USSR Minister of Defense, Marshal of the Soviet Union 

D. F. Ustinov stated: "There is no combat readiness without strict discipline. 

This is axiomatic. Ever since armies appeared it has been well-known. History has 
proven it true." The Defense Minister noted also that military discipline is pri- 
marily a political and moral factor. It is based on the ideological convictions of. 
servicemen, on the moral maturity of the collective. Clearly then, in order to in- 
crease the consciousness of military discipline, it is first necessary to strengthen 
this base. This means that we must fundamentally rely on the ideological, political 
and military education our defenders of.the Motherland receive. We must rely on 
forming in them an acute feeling of responsibility for the country's security, for 
the defense of socialism. The personal example communists and Komsomol members show 
in fulfilling their military duty and adhering to the demands of military discipline 
has a great deal of significance in this regard. Is it not true that communists and 
Komsomol members comprise over 90 percent of our armed forces? 


It must be further noted that one of the manifestations of a high level of disci- 
pline among soldiers and sailors is self-discipline. Self-discipline is the ability 
of a soldier to control himself, to manage his own emotions and behavior, to show 
restraint and self-control in an adverse environment, to be able to note his mis- 
takes without being afraid to admit them, then do everything he can to correct them. 
Self-discipline presumes an ability on the part of the soldier to be exacting of 
himself, self-critical of his actions, and to fully realize his personal responsibil- 
ity to the entire military collective not only for his own behavior, but for success- 


ful mission accomplishment as well. 


The reader's attention should be directed to the fact that discipline in the army of 
a socialist country is fundamentally different from that found in the armies of the 
capitalist countries, where the entire system of training for servicemen is directed 
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towards turning them into robcts that will mechanically execute the orders of their 
masters. Army regulation: in the capitalist countries give officers unlimited rights 
in dealing with subordinates. The standard of behavior for soldiers serving in these 
armies is fear of punishment. Let us take the United States Army as an example. The 
entire tenor of life for army personnel here is based on crude violation of common 
human ethics, on the use of. any and every form and method of implanting blind obedi- 
ence. In an American barracks there reigns a carefully thought out, single-minded 
system of coercion and brutality--personality is suppressed. 


Here is a characteristic example. Sergeant R. Henson, an instructor at one of the 
US Marine Corps training centers, was conducting a session with recruits. He sudden- 
ly realized that one of the men, G. Hiscock, wasn't putting the required effort into 
the exercise. He stopped the lesson, formed up the platoon, pulled the "guilty sol- 
dier" out of formation and ordered him to say good-bye to the rest of the men. Then 
he had Hiscock stand face to the wall while he raised his rifle and fired. The bul- 
let struck the soldier in the shoulder. Sergeant Henson stated during the course of. 
an investigation of the incident that he saw nothing blareworthy in his actions--he 
thought his weapon was loaded with blanks. At the same training center, Private 

L. Maclure, unable to complete an assignment, was brutally beaten by his fellow sol- 
diers by order of the instructor sergeant. He later died in a hospital from the 
blows to the head he had received. 


These examples graphically illustrate the moral atmosphere that reigns on an American 
post. The situation is similar in the armies of.other NATO countries. The ruling 
classes of modern capitalist society strive in every way to inculcate in their serv- 
icemen qualities which would enable them to participate without feelings of. remorse 
in suppression of workers’ demonstrations in their own countries and in unjust im- 
perialist wars--political trustworthiness, blind readiness to execute orde-:, coer- 


cion, brutality, etc. 


Soviet military discipline is fundamentally different from the order which is found 
in the capitalist armies. It becomes firmly established on the basis of new social- 
ist relationships within the society. The views of the working class and servicemen 
on discipline change when private ownership of weapons and the means of production is 
abolished, when man no longer exploits his fellow man. Instead of a subordination 
based on fear and coercion, a premise is created for consolidating a conscious and 
voluntary kind of discipline. Having taken political power into their own hands, 

V. I. Lenin emphasizes, the proletariat would be unable to retain their grasp unless 
they “developed a new army, a new discipline, a new military organization of a new 
class" (Complete Works, vol 37, p 295). 


Our military discipline absorbs the force of the new social and state structure, the 
force of cooperation among comrades and mutual aid among workers who are free of ex- 
ploitation. The very word "soldier" acquired a new meaning with the Victory of Oc- 
tober. The man with the rifle became respected among the people. Military service 
was transformed into an obligation of honor and strict observance of discipline be- 


came the moral duty of the serviceman. 


Achievements in the social and political development of Soviet society and the undi- 
vided supremacy of communist ideology and morals in that society facilitate the for- 
mation of a high political consciousness and social responsibility within the Soviet 
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people and Soviet soldiers and sailors. And these are the qualities that comprise 
the basis of discipline (including military discipline), which in turn determines how 
people act on the job (on duty) and what their social activities and ordinary life 
are like. “We are not talking about a discipline built on fear or brutal administra- 
tive methods," noted Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, “but rather a discipline built on peo- 
ples’ high level of consciousness and responsibility" (Lenin Course, vol 3, p 307). 


In completing his treatment of this first question, the propagandist must stress that 
Lenin's precepts and the demands of our party, of Soviet laws and the military oath, 
obligate every soldier and sailor to be tireless in his efforts to strengthen mili- 
tary discipline and constant in his determination to maintain strict military order 
in the unit, subunit and on ship. Rigid fulfillment of these requirements is the re- 
sponsibility and moral duty of every serviceman according to statute. This must be- 
come the realized, internal conviction of every Soviet soldier. The defense of our 
Socialist Motherland obligates him in this regard. The present-day international 
situation, significantly aggravated through the fault of the most aggressive circles 
of imperialism--notably the United States--demands it. 


2. The Increased Significance of Discipline and Organization in Today's Army and Navy 


In moving to a discussion of the second issue, students should be reminded of the 
tenet of the 26th CPSU Congress which states that under present-day conditions, the 
significance of discipline and the importance of personal responsibility is multiply- 
ing. Party requirements are especially significant for servicemen in our armed 


forces. 


What has caused this to happen in our army and navy? Primarily it is the complexity 
of the international situation, which requires a high level of vigilance, organiza- 
tion and combat readiness, and the openly militaristic policies of imperialism that 
are counting on the suddenness of a military attack. A role of increased importance 
for discipline is the result also of the emergence of modern armament--nuclear mis- 
siles primarily--and changes in the way combat operations are conducted. This is 
marked by a high intensity and resolution of possible military operations, a high 
degree of transience and great spatial scope. The role of discipline for each sol- 
dier and sailor has increased significantly in this regard. 


The propagandist should direct the students’ attention to the fact that almost all 
combat equipment and weapons systems of today's army and navy require collective op- 
eration. This means that the individual serviceman's actions can facilitate accom- 
plishment of the subunit mission--or can delay its accomplishment. The individual 
can even ruin all the work his comrades have done on a weapon, resulting in failure 
to complete the mission. Additionally, it should be stressed that under modern bat- 
tle conditions the actions of each serviceman are evaluated according to the highest 
standard--either victory over the enemy will be achieved or the men will suffer a 
crushing defeat. If soldiers and sailors exhibit combat expertise, courage and de- 
cisiveness without exception (and each of these qualities is impossible without 
strict discipline), success will be achieved in the battle. L. I. Brezhnev stated: 
"Today when the decisive role in combat belongs primarily to weapons systems requir- 
ing collective operation, and when their successful employment depends on the capa- 
ble and well-coordinated actions of many people, a high level of organization on 
everyone's part, constant sharpness and faultless execution of orders by all, assumes 
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an exceptional significance. Even isolated instances of carelessness and lack of 
discipline on the part of servicemen can lead to serious consequences" (Lenin Course, 
vol 2, p 50). This is why the party requires increased military discipline and 
strict adherence to the demands of the military oath and regulations of every serv- 
iceman. The slightest departure from strict adherence to rules and regulations es- 
tablished for the army and navy, from the demands of the oath and statutes, orders 
and directives of commanders and supervisors, can lead to a reduction in combat read- 
iness of the unit, subunit and ship; it can cause harm to our armed forces. 


Modern combat will involve employment of the newest weapons of mass destruction and 
will be unprecedentedly dynamic, of short duration and highly spatial in scope. 

These conditions will require the most intense physical and mental effort of our 
servicemen. They may find themselves in situations where they will have to accom- 
plish combat missions on their own. Now as never before, success will be achieved by 
those who show initiative and a high level of personal discipline. 


The elements of time, precision and seizing the right opportunity for combat mission 
execution are assuming ever greater significance in the battle environment. A con- 
flict may be expected to last not just minutes, but perhaps only seconds. He who is 
quicker to prepare--who is first to execute a battlefield maneuver--will have superi- 
ority over his enemy. And this can be achieved by the soldier or sailor who is abso- 
lutely disciplined, who has an exceptional level of organization and combat training, 


and an uncommon ability to execute orders. 


An especially high level of discipline is required of soldiers in operational readiness. 
Operational readiness is fulfillment of the combat mission in peacetime. Its purpose is 
to prevent sudden attack by an aggressor and, should one take place, to crush it de- 
cisively. Clearly, organization, discipline and self-discipline assume the utmost 
significance for duty tours--here the serviceman's efforts must be physically and 
mentally intense--he must mobilize every ounce of strength, use all his capabilities 
and skills to accomplish the combat mission. All actions here must be especially 
precise, well-justified and accurate. The tremendous speeds at which modern aircraft 
and missiles travel require our men to be ready literally every second to take de- 
cisive actions, to insure that nothing interferes with our soldiers’ and sailors' 
ability to accomplish their constitutional duty in defense of our Motherland. 


Just imagine that a radar operator is lax for just one minute with regard to detec- 
tion of an air threat. What would happen? The enemy aircraft with nuclear weapon on 
board would cover a great distance with impunity, and our fighter and missile crews 
would have to accomplish the mission under more adverse conditions. 


Speed and accuracy in executing any order, the highest state of discipline, and re- 
sponsibility in every area--these are the qualities which are today necessary for our 
men in any service of the armed forces, in any branch of army or navy, in any area of 


combat expertise. 


In winding up discussion of this second issue, we come to the conclusion that combat 
operations and execution of soldiers’ and sailors’ responsibilities under modern con- 
ditions present today--as never before--great demands in the discipline sphere of 
every serviceman. In observing the provisions of the military oath and military reg- 
ulations, Soviet soldiers are also fulfilling CPSU directives on the further enhance- 
ment of vigilance and combat readiness of.our Soviet Armed Forces. 
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3. The Disciplined Soldier who Executes Orders in a Spirit of Unquestioned Obedience 
to Commanders and Supervisors 


Moving to discussion of the third topic, the propagandist should direct the attention 
of the students to the fact that military discipline consists chiefly of execution of 
commands, a thorough, meaningful and unquestioned obedience to commanders and super- 
visors, and exact and timely execution of their orders. What does it mean for a sol- 
dier or sailor to be disciplined and obedient? The answer is found in Article 3 of 
the USSR Armed Forces Discipline Regulation, which states that military discipline 
obligates every serviceman to strictly abide by the Constitution of the USSR and So- 
viet laws; to precisely fulfill the demands of the military oath and regulations, the 
orders and directives of commanders and supervisors; to steadfastly endure all the 
burdens and deprivations of military service and be ready to shed his blood, give his 
very life in the performance of his military duty; to strictly guard military and na- 
tional classified information; to be fair and honest, to be conscientious in learning 
military skills, to make every effort in properly caring for the weaponry and equip- 
ment entrusted to him and of government issue; to render proper respect to commanders 
and supervisors and those senior to him; to observe military courtesy, customs of the 
service and saluting propriety; to conduct himself with honor and dignity when out- 
side the unit area; to refrain from indulging himself and restrain others from vio- 
lating the social order; to contribute in every way possible towards safeguarding the 


honor and dignity of our citizens. 


Each of these points has a great deal of substance. It is possible to meet their re- 
quirements only under conditions of iron military discipline, where each soldier 
strives to make a worthy contribution towards enhancing combat readiness in the unit, 
subunit and ship. The disciplined soldier always executes orders precisely, without 
question, in timely fashion, in any, even the most difficult environment, without re- 
gard for danger and risk to his life. Military obedience is the unqualified, exact 
execution of the commander's order, the fulfillment of one's official duty and mili- 
tary responsibilities. It is justly called the soul of military service, the highest 
manifestation of discipline and genuine military valor. It presupposes a readiness 
on the part of the soldier to accomplish the assigned mission, the task he is pre- 
sented, at any price and in any environment. 


It is essential to explain to the students that unquestioned obedience to the will of 
the commander or supervisor, execution of all his orders, directives and commands, is 
an absolute law from which there can be no deviation. The Discipline Regulation of 
the USSR Armed Forces states: "The order of the commander (supervisor) is law for 
subordinates. An order must be executed without question, in exact and timely man- 
ner." Implicit obedience and an unqualified readiness to execute orders toughen the 
spirit of the soldier, enhance his steadfastness in battle and increase his persist- 
ence in accomplishing the assigned mission. These qualities help the soldier stand 
up to any enemy in battle. It is not merely by chance that front-line soldiers have 
said: "It is all right to die, but never permissible to fail to execute an order." 
It can be said with full justification that the strict and exact execution of the 
commander's order in peacetime is the first commandment for every soldier and sailor. 


A conscientious, obedient, disciplined soldier understands that an order is issued to 
him by a commander who has been entrusted by the Communist Party, the Soviet govern- 
ment and the people with the training and education of his subordinates. If neces- 








sary he will lead them in battle. He is entrusted with the tremendous responsibility 
of training and educating his men and, in wartime, for their conduct and actions in 
battle. The USSR Armed Forces Discipline Regulation states that the commander (su- 
pervisor) is obliged to educate his subordinates in the spirit of steadfast accom- 
plishment of all requirements of military discipline. He must develop and maintain 
in them a consciousness of military honor and duty. He must encourage those who mer- 
it encouragement and severely reprimand those who are remiss. The interests of de- 
fending the Motherland obligate the commander to be resolute and stern in the re- 
quirement to observe military discipline and order. He must not let a single trans- 
gression of a subordinate go unanswered. Soviet military discipline, therefore, does 
not permit a discussion of the commander's order. The order of the commander is the 
order of the Motherland--it must be executed at all cost. 


The provisions of our military regulations too are the command of the Motherland. 
They must be strictly carried out by every serviceman. For the Unit Administration 
Regulation, the Discipline Regulation, and the Garrison and Guard Duty Regulation 
have been confirmed by resolution of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, and 
the Drill Regulations are implemented by order of the USSR Minister of Defense. Mar- 
shal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov stated: "We must see to it that a vital orien- 
tation is achieved through every serviceman's conviction that regulations and orders 


are law and must be obeyed by all without exception--absolutely and unconditionally!" 


Discipline and obedience in executing orders facilitate a soldier's success in combat 
training. As a rule, success and achievement accompany the most well-trained, tough- 
ened, disciplined and obedient soldiers and sailors during tactical exercises and 
nautical cruises. The propagandist should use specific, real-life examples from the 
unit, subunit and ship to show how a high degree of organization, discipline and 
obedience assists soldiers in mastering their military specialty, their weapons and 
equipment, how it helps them act capably, with daring and initiative during exercises, 
flights and cruises, and enables them to carry out watch and guard duty in exemplary 
fashion, to fulfill their responsibilities in an outstanding manner while on duty. 

It must be pointed out in this regard that a disciplined soldier does not fear dif- 
ficulties. He functions as his commanders have taught him, as modern battle condi- 
tions demand. He always helps his comrades in their official duties and shows re- 
spect to supervisors and those senior in rank. He always looks sharp and displays 


proper military bearing. 


Additionally, the director of instruction must point out that unquestioned obedience 
in executing orders does not preclude soldiers and sailors from exercising judicious 
initiative. Quite tne contrary--it facilitates this. For the obedient soldier 
strives in any environment to accomplish his mission as quickly and successfully as 
possible. This striving gives rise to keenness and initiative in the soldier. 


Initiative is considered beneficial only when the soldier's or sailor's independent 
activities effectively contribute towards successful mission accomplishment. In 
other words, we must proceed from the fact that as there is no conscious sense of 
discipline without initiative, independence and initiative lose their value without 
a strict subordination to the will of the commander. 


The propagandist is doing the right thing when he clears up the misconception some 
service members have that strict discipline is necessary under combat conditions, 
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but that some of its provisions are supposedly not mandatory during peacetime. Such 
a view is completely erroneous. We must maintain the same discipline in peacetime 
that enables us to insure quick and decisive destruction of an aggressor. 


Duty concerns and the requirement to maintain constant combat readiness demand hon- 
orable and conscientious fulfillment of obligations and a high state of discipline 
of each and every soldier. Nonetheless, there are still servicemen who conduct 
themselves in disciplined fashion when the commander is present, but change when no 
officers or sergeants are around--they allow themselves to stray from regulation 
requirements. This kind of "“discipline"--for show--does no one any good. One's 
comrades in service and the entire collective must be stringent with these men and 
not ignore negative actions they see occur. The person who does nothing to prevent 
a comrade from improper behavior is himself guilty of a discipline violation. 


In summing up discussion of this material, it should once again be stressed that the 
Soviet soldier is a brave, courageous, disciplined individual dedicated to his Moth- 
erland. The propagandist will be on track if he appeals to the student to work self- 
lessly and honestly towards attaining combat expertise, to be tireless in his efforts 
to maintain discipline and proper military order and enhance the combat readiness of. 
the unit, subunit and ship. This will be instrumental as well in making a worthy 
contribution towards fulfilling the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The following questions may be addressed to the students during the period of in- 
struction: 1. How did V. I. Lenin appraise the significance of strong military dis- 
cipline? 2. How should we understand Lenin's precept on adherence to all Red Army 
laws and orders, on maintaining discipline not out of fear, but out of conscience? 

3. What is Soviet military discipline? 4. What requirements does discipline pre- 
sent the serviceman? 5. How should the orders of commanders and supervisors be car- 
ried out? 6. What are the manifestations of a soldier's state of discipline, his 
readiness to execute orders? 7. Why are discipline requirements increasing under 


present-day conditions? 


It should be recommended that soldiers and seamen spend evening time studying Chap- 
ter 1l of the political instruction training manual "Guarding the Motherland" (Vo- 
yenizdat, 1978) and that they read other sources on this topic. 
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ARMED FORCES 


OUTLINE FOR INDOCTRINATION ON MILITARY TRADITIONS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 75-80 


[Article by Col G. Rodin: "The Campaign Record and Traditions of the Unit (Ship) 
and District (Fleet)"] 


[Text] The purpose of studying this subject is to acquaint soldiers and sailors of 
the 1982 fall conscription with the most important traditions of the USSR Armed 
Forces, and with the campaign record of the military district (fleet) and . 

unit -or formation (ship) in which they are about to serve. It is important 
during the course of instruction to evoke in the students a feeling of pride in be- 
longing to the Soviet Army and Navy, a sense of love for their military collective 
and allegiance to its combat banner (ship's flag), to elicit the noble aspiration of 
being worthy successors to the heroic deeds of soldiers of generations gone by. 


Two hours are allotted to this instruction, which should be conducted using the meth- 
od of narration and lively, well-developed discussion. It is recommended that the 
following matters be examined during the period of instruction: 1. The essence and 
significance of military traditions in the Soviet Armed Forces; 2. The campaign 
record and traditions of the military district (fleet) and unit (ship); 3. The sol- 
diers of the 1980's--heirs and successors to the combat glory of older generations of 


defenders of the Motherland. 


Brief introductory remarks must stress that the Soviet Armed Forces, born in the 
flame of revolution and led by our great Lenin's party, have been standing vigilant 
watch for 65 years over the gains of October, over peace and security in the world. 
A solid fusion of advanced technological equipment, military expertise and an invin- 
cible moral spirit--this is the combat potential of today's Soviet Armed Forces. 
Speaking about the current generation of Soviet fighting man, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
noted that they are loyal to the heroic traditions of our army, of our people. And 
each time the security interests of our country and the interests of safeguarding 
peace so require, whenever it is necessary to aid victims of aggression, the Soviet 
fighting man appears before the world--an unselfish, courageous patriot, an interna- 
tionalist ready to overcome all difficulties (see 26th CPSU Congress materials, p 66). 


The truth of these words, their great, vital force is shown throughout history--it is 
written on every page of the glorious combat annals of the Soviet Army and Navy. The 
traditions of the armed defenders of October were born in the flames of the civil war 
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and in severe battles with the interventionists. Showing unparalleled bravery and 
revolutionary, iron fortitude, they utterly shattered the select forces of numerous 
enemies and covered the banners of their newly-born combat regiments with everlasting 
glory. During the years of peaceful construction as well, the Red Army repeatedly 
had to repulse armed provocations of the forces of imperialism. The defeat of Bas- 
mach and White Guard gangs in Central Asia, cf Chinese militarists of the Chinese 
Eastern Railroad, of the Japanese samurai at Lake Khasan and the Khalkhin-Gol River, 
of White Finns at the Karel'skiy Isthmus--such were the phases vf our army's combat 
victories during these years. But especially severe were the ordeals the Soviet 
Armed Forces endured during the years of the Great Patriotic War, when, after the 
perfidious attack of Hitler's Germany, they defended the honor, freedom and indepen- 
dence of our Motherland in battles unprecedented in scope and ferocity, and helped 
the peoples of Europe and Asia liberate themselves from the Fascist tyranny. The So- 
viet people and the fighting men of our army and navy displayed unprecedented mass 
heroism in this war. Quite a number of traditions were born here and became estab- 
lished which fully revealed the greatness of the Soviet citizen's moral spirit, pa- 
triotism and devotion to communist ideals. In accepting the baton of valor and hero- 
ism, each new generation of soldiers and seamen becomes the heir and successor to the 
combat traditions of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


l. The Essence and Significance of the Combat Traditions of the Soviet Armed Forces 


It would be advisable to begin discussion of this matter with an explanation of what 

traditions are in general, and what are the revolutionary traditions of the Communist 
Perty and the Soviet people, what influence they exert on forming and developing the 

combat traditions of the USSR Armed Forces. 


We often use the words "tradition" and “traditional.” What meaning do they entail? 
The propagandist should stress that traditions are historically brought-about, set 
customs, rules and norms of people's conduct that are handed down from generation to 
generation. They accumulate and become moral law for certain population groups, col- 
lectives, and entire peoples. 


It is important for the students to understand that traditions are a form of communi- 
cation between generations and, as such, bear a class-related character. In a soci- 
ety composed of classes inimical to one another, each class has its own traditions. 
The traditions of the bourgeoisie are backward and reactionary. Traditions of the 
proletariat are revolutionary and progressive--they facilitate social development and 


the forward movement of society. 


The military traditions of our armed forces are inseparably linked with the revolu- 
tionary traditions of the Communist Party and the Soviet people. V. I. Lenin consid- 
ered these a powerful means of educating the workers, the builders of the new society. 
It should be emphasized in this regard that Marxism-Leninism comprises the ideologi- 
cal basis of the military traditions of our army and navy, of which an inexhaustible 
source is the CPSU direction of Soviet society, Soviet patriotism and proletarian, 


socialist internationalism. 


It is then necessary to formulate the essence of the combat traditions of the USSR 
Armed Forces--noting that they are the historically fashioned customs and moral rules 
that have become the norm for servicemen's conduct, and which actively motivate them 
to perform their military duty in model fashion, to serve their people and the so- 
cialist Motherland honestly and conscientiously. 
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Combat traditions are the pride of the Soviet people. They are the traditions of a 
new type of army--an army standing watch over the gains of the first workers’ and 
peasants’ state in the world. Today, together with the armies of the countries of 
the socialist brotherhood, our army is honorably performing its international duty of 


defending peace and socialism. 


Basic military traditions should be thoroughly discussed, the most important of these 
being selfless devotion to the cause of communism; love for one's socialist Mother- 
land, the Communist Party and the Soviet government; confidence in one's strength, in 
the ability to attain victory over enemies of the socialist Fatherland and constant 
readiness to defend it; allegiance to the military oath and to one's official duty; 
mass heroism in combat; love for one's army and navy, for one's own unit or ship; al- 
legiance to one's unit colors or ship's flag; respect for one's commanders and super- 
visors, unquestioned and precise execution of their orders and directives, protecting 
them under combat conditions and time of danger; faithfulness to military comradeship, 
mutual aid and support; a constant striving to perfect one's military expertise and 
consolidate military discipline, to enhance one's political knowledge and skills; the 
tireless struggle to achieve a high state of combat readiness in one's unit or ship; 
military cooperation with servicemen of the armies and navies of the countries of the 


socialist community. 


With respect to selfless devotion to the cause of communism, love for the Soviet 
Motherland and the countries of the socialist brotherhood, and the constant readiness 
to defend them, the propagandist emphasizes that the powerful, inexhaustible source 
of this tradition is the communist moral fiber of Soviet soldiers educated in the 
spirit of Soviet patriotism and prols ‘in, socialist internationalism, their bound- 


less devotion to the cause of communisa. 


e 


Love for the Motherland... There is no feeling stronger or more exalted. Our Moth- 
erland is the great Soviet Union, the birthland of V. I. Lenin and Leninism, the 
greatest doctrine of modern times, the birthland of the Great October Socialist Rev- 
olution, a major event of the 20th century. Our Motherland is the country of devel- 
oped socialism, the first socialist, all-peoples' state in the history of mankind. 
It stands at the vanguard of the struggle for a bright future--communisnm. 


This is why in all his most severe ordeals, in his daily work and in battles to de- 
fend the honor and independence of the Fatherland, the Soviet man has shown himself 
to be a true patriot with a deep consciousness, fulfi:zling his civil and military 
duty. The personal destiny and happiness of the Soviet man cannot be separated from 
the great destiny of the Soviet Motherland and her historic achievements. There is 
nothing more sacred or exalted to him than his love for the Motherland. 


In shedding light on the most important military traditions, it would be advisable 

for the propagandist to illustrate his discussion with examples, real-life episodes 

from the history of the unit or ship, to cite heroic feats of combatants and command- , 
ers on the field of battle in defending the honor, freedom and independence of our 

Soviet Motherland. He should remind the soldiers and seamen of the front runners in 
military and political training, of those who today stand at the vanguard of the 

struggle to implement the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress, and of those who are 

in the front ranks of competition in honor of the 60th anniversary of the formation 

of the USSR, heeding the motto: "A Reliable Defense for the Peaceful Labor of the 


Soviet People!" 
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In completing his presentation of the first issue, the propagandist should again note 
that combat traditions are the priceless moral possession of Soviet servicemen, care- 
fully handed down by them from generation to generation. A vast educational store is 
imbedded in these traditions. When soldiers and seamen grasp them not only with 
their minds, but with their hearts as weil, they join the heroic past of our party, 
people and armed forces. They become morally enriched and can see more distinctly 
the deep social and political meaning of their everyday activities, the role their 
generation plays in the building and defense of communisn. 


2. The Campaign Record and Traditions of the Military District (Fleet) and Unit 
Formation (Ship) ’ 


In preparing a discussion of the second issue, it should be pointed out that an ap- 
preciation of military traditions presupposes first and foremost a through knowledge 
of them, a deep understanding of the shining examples of courage and heroism shown by 
Soviet soldiers, examples which fill the annals of valorous deeds accomplished by our 
glorious armed forces. Specific, convincing material in this regard may be found in 
the history of the military district (fleet) and unit (ship) in which the honor has 
befallen the sc dier or seaman to serve. 


The legendary past of our Soviet Armed Forces and the immortal feats our men have 

performed in the name of the Motherland, in the name of communism, reflect like the 

sun in a drop of water. An example is the campaign record of the Order of Lenin Len- 
ingrad Military District. Here in this city on the Neva, the cradle of the revolu- 

tion, began the history of our state, the first state of workers and peasants in the 
world. Here under the leadership of V. I. Lenin were formed the first units of the 
young Red Army. The First Corps of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army was being 

formed just three days after adoption of the decree which ordered its-organization. 

Soon, in March of that same year, the Leningrad Military District was established, 

one of the oldest in the Soviet Armed Forces. 


Many of the district's regiments and divisions display combat banners covered over 

with the unfading glory of victories gained at the fronts of the Civil and Great Pa- 
triotic Wars. Many generations of our fighters and commanders have valiantly joined 
battle with the enemy and steadfastly performed their military mission under these 
banners. The biographies of thousands of front-line soldiers as well as those who 
served in the district during the post-war years are linked in particular with the 
Kraznosel 'skiy Guards Motorized Rifle Order of Lenin and Red Banner Division imeni A.A. 
Zhdanov, the Guards Training Motorized Rifle Leningrad Red Banner and Order of Ku- 
tuzov Regiment imeni Lenin Komsomol, and other illustrious units. 


The propagandist should discuss his own district (fleet) in detail, relate its mili- 
tary history and glorious traditions, tell of its heroes, its heirs to combat glory. 


During the period of instruction on this topic, sailors’ political studies groups 
should discuss the glorious traditions of our fleets. An example would be the cam- 
paign record of the Red Banner Northern Fleet. A great number of heroic achievements 
can be attributed to our North Sea seamen during the Great Patriotic War. These men 
are today continuing in the finest traditions of our front-line seamen. It is sym- 
bolic that many modern ships bear the names of ships whose crews performed in illus- 
trious fashion in naval battles with the Fascists. 
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One of the fleet submarines, K-21, commanded by Hero of the Soviet Union Capt 2d Rank 
N. Lunin, has a significant history. The submarine's crew sustained many courageous 
victories over the years of the Great Patriotic War. The most daring of these was 
the attack against a Fascist battleship under extremely adverse conditions. The at- 
tack was so successful it helped crush the plan of operation of an entire squadron of 


Hitler's surface fleet. 


K-21 continued operations during the post-war years. It was then re-outfitted as a 
training and instruction station. When the question came up as to whether or not it 
should be scrapped, it was decided to convert this boat that had served its time into 
a memorial. Thousands of enthusiasts spent their personal time on a social project 
to restore the submarine. These people understood quite well that many generations 
of future North Sea sailors would visit the boat--young men whose destiny it would be 
to multiply the military glories of their predecessors. 


And so the legendary K-21 began a second life at the same time that the heir to its 
flag--a modern, nuclear-powered submarine--was already patrolling the sea and ocean 
depths. The new boat completed a round-the-world, underwater cruise, und accom- 
piishea a number of other complex, highly responsible missions. Under their illus- 
trious flag, the members of this harmonious, military collective have an acute sense 
of personal responsibility for providing a reliable defense of the waters surrounding 
the Fatherland. The entire crew strives to be worthy of the glory of our heroes, to 
multiply it through outstanding military deeds. 


Discussion of this topic must stress how especially dear the unit, regiment and ship 
are to the soldier and seaman. For it is here that he serves, becomes toughened 
ideologically, morally and physically, and acquires the necessary qualities to defend 
the Motherland. The love for the military collective in which a Soviet serviceman 
has occasion to serve stays with him throughout the years. And it begins with a 
study of the history of his unit or ship, of its military traditions. 


Soldiers and seamen clearly show their love for their unit and ship in their alle- 
giance to the unit's military banner, to the ship's flag. This is the symbol of mil- 
itary honor, valor and glory. It reminds each serviceman of his sacred duty to serve 
the socialist Motherland with devotion, to defend her capably and courageously to his 
last breath. Decorative orders and campaign ribbons awarded a military collective 
testify to the outstanding combat deeds performed by its personnel, to their succes- 
ses in training and duty performance, and are fastened to the unit's combat banner. 


Soviet soldiers went to battle under these military banners. Appearing in the ranks 
of combatants during the most difficult minutes, the scarlet standard, covered with 

glorious victories, spurred our men on to new feats. The awareness that their combat 
banner was right nearby, in the foremost elements, fortified the courage of our sol- 


diers and resulted in victory. 


All our servicemen share a love for their own unit and ship, a pride in its combat 
traditions, its honorary titles and awards. They all strive to further its glory 
through fine deeds and accomplishments of their own. When you talk with experienced 
soldiers and seamen, especially with veterans, inevitably you hear that there isn't 
a better unit, regiment or ship in the army or navy than theirs. They had the best, 
most experienced commanders, the most sincere political workers, the hardiest, most 
daring and resourceful comrades in battle. 
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In his book “Memoirs” (chapter entitled "Malaya zemlya"), Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
treats this subject very warmly when he describes a chance meeting with one of our 
soldiers on the roads of war. The man was returning from a hospital and was headed 
towards a reserve unit. But he wanted to get right back to his own regiment even 
though it was at that very moment in the hell of battle with the Fascists. Leonid 
Il’ich concludes: “From one end to the other of the entire Soviet-German front, you 
could hear the same thing in every medical and hospital unit of the Soviet Armed 
Forces--'I want to get back to my unit!" People considered their company, regiment 
and division very special, the best there was, their ‘own’ in the full sense of the 
word. It turns out that ‘special’ units comprised the entirety of our army." 


The student's attention should again be directed to the realization of how important 
it is to have a thorough knowledge of the campaign record and history of his unit or 
ship. For remembrances of the glorious feats of old fill the hearts of the young 
with valor, summon them to new military achievements. The propagandist must relate 
in vivid and elevated fashion the campaign record of the men's own unit or ship. He 
must relate exciting, emotional episodes from its combat history, name its heroes, 
give details about their lives and performance of duty. 


Military airmen of the unit where Sr Lt A. Strizhak, delegate to the 19th Komsomol 
Congress, is currently serving cherish their combat traditions as sacred and con- 
stantly augment them. As long ago as the pre-war years this Guards Aviation Red Ban- 
ne Regiment repeatedly took first place among Red Army air force units in firing ex- 
ercises. Its pilots shot down hundreds of enemy planes in the Great Patriotic War 
and inflicted great destruction upon enemy personnel and equipment. Many of its men 
became Heroes of the Soviet Union. 


It is remarkable that this illustrious regiment is today listed among the finest in 
competition. It took first place last year among air force units of the Red Banner 
Central Asian Military District and was awarded the challenge Red Banner of the dis- 
tract's military council. This year the regiment instituted socialist competition 

in honor of the 60th anniversary of the formation of. the USSR, and is now successful- 
ly fulfilling the obligations it undertook. 


Here is a symbolic, moving fact. The regimental combat glory museum has preserved 

an account of the front-line feat of wing commander Jr Lt I. Zheltov, a Komsomol mem- 
ber. The officer was one of the first in the regiment to shoot down an enemy air- 
craft during the Great Patriotic War, for which he was awarded the Order of the Red 
Star. A quarter of a century later, the same award was bestowed upon his brother 
airman Guards Pvt V. Kvadritsius, a courageous Komsomol member who risked his life to 


save a group of his comrades from a fire. 


The feats were accomplished years apart, in different situations, yet the award is 
the same. The motivation driving these Komsomol fighters to accomplishment of their 
deeds was the same--courage, valor, faithfulness to one's official duty and to the 


finest traditions of our army and navy. 


In concluding discussion of the second issue it is advisable to emphasize that it is 
honorable and responsible to follow ‘1 these military traditions. In order to pre- 

serve and augment them in his daily military service, the soldier and seaman must un- 
swervingly observe the requirements of the military oath and regulations. His adher- 
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ence to the established military order and obedience of service regulations must be 
irreproachable. He must exercise vigilance and value the comradeship of his fellow 
servicemen. He must be steadfast in improving his level of combat and political 
training, and hold on high the honor of the Soviet soldier. 


3. The Soldiers of the 1980's--Inheritors and Perpetuators of the Combat Glory of 
Bygone Generations of Defenders of the Motherland 


Discussion of the third topic should begin with the reminder that, in studying combat 
traditions, in admiring the heroism and bravery of their grandfathers, fathers and 
older brothers and the ooundless devotion of these front-line servicemen to their be- 
loved Motherland and the cause of communism and the party, servicemen of the 1980's 
are filled with a burning desire to follow their example, to act as conscience dic- 
tates and their military duty demands. The student should be reminded that the basic 
traditions of the Soviet Armed Forces are anchored in our military oath and regula- 
tions. This is why it is not only a moral obligation to follow in these traditions, 
but it is every serviceman's direct, official duty as well. 


The desire to emulate our front-line heroes in great and small, to learn from them 
bravery, valor and the art of defeating an enemy, leads to an increase in the number 
of combat and political training experts, qualified specialists and experts in pro- 
fessional military skills. During the 60th anniversary year of the formation of.the 
USSR, army and navy servicemen and all the Soviet people are applying a great deal of 
creative enthusiasm towards implementing the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. 
They are preparing to celebrate this outstanding historical occasion in worthy fash- 


ion. 


In the course of comradely rivalry among themselves, our soldiers are mastering the 
military art in a realistic manner, developing high-quality training plans and pro- 
grams which will be executed in an environment approximating combat to the maximum 
possible extent. They are learning what is necessary in war and frequently exhibit 
courage, decisiveness and heroism. Everyday army and navy life provides a wealth of 
examples in confirmation of this. Here we present a few. 


Communist Capt A. Gavrilenko was sent out hastily at night with a small group of 
field engineers to a small railroad station. While some repair work was being con- 
ducted, a mine left over from the war had been discovered lying in an earthen embank- 
ment. It was determined on the scene that this was a dangerous situation. The tick- 
ing of a timing mechanism could be heard through the mine's rusted-out metal casing-- 
apparently it had started up as a result of air-hammer vibrations during the repair 
work, How many minutes--or seconds--were there before it would detonate? 


Sending his subordinates back a safe distance, Capt Gavrilenko continued this risky 
business alone. He knew what would happen were he to make the slightest mistake. 
He knew quite well, yet worked calmly and confidently and disarmed the mine. 


Soldiers were using a firing range to practice tossing hand grenades from a tank. A 
grenade slipped out of one of the men's grasp. Realizing there wasn't enough time to 
get the grenade out of the tank, the platoon leader, Lt V. Nigmatullin, threw it into 
the tank's far recesses and shielded his subordinate with his own body. Doctors were 
able to save the lieutenant's life, but he received seven fragmentation wounds. 
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Servicemen took daring risks in these two different situations. They were not fright- 
ened in the face of mortal danger. An appraisal of their actions must include the 
words “bravery,” “faithfulness to military duty and glorious combat traditions." 


In considering the events of the Great Patriotic War we bow our heads in admiration 

ef the heroism of the defenders of Brest and Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev, Odessa and 
Sevastopol, Stalingrad and Novorossiysk... We are enraptured by the heroic feats cf. 
Pilot Nikolay Gastello, the partisan Zoya Kosmodem'yanskaya, Panfilov's 28 men, the 
five Black Sea Fleet seamen led by political instructor Nikolay Fil'chenkov, Pvt Alek- 
sandr Matrosov... There are thousands and thousands of them who defied fear and death, 
underwent any and every ordeal and crushed the enemy. They have provided us a great 
example of selfless service to the Motherland. They are the brightest examples of 


courage. 


In defining courage we come across phrases such as strength of spirit. It is loyalty 
to communist ideals that gives a Soviet soldier strength of spirit. This means stead- 
fast devotion to the Cause of Cctober and of our native party, a burning love for 

our socialist Motherland, a sense of duty we owe to the people and responsibility for 
the security of the Soviet state. He who has accepted these concepts in his heart, 
who has transformed them into deep convictions, possesses great moral strength. 


The chief requirement imposed upon the armed defenders of our Motherland is that of 
maintaining the highest possible state of combat readiness. This concept must be 
specially emphasized during the period of instruction. Providing this combat readi- 
ness requires constant accomplishment of newer, ever more complex, ever more respon- 
sible tasks. Combat readiness cannot be allowed to acquire a temporary, seasonal na- 
ture or freeze at a certain level. It must be tirelessly increased and perfected. 

As USSR Minister of Defense D. F. Ustinov has stated, the efforts of all armed forces 


personnel must be directed to this end. 


The propagandist should describe the modern international environment and the tasks 
which proceed from it for our army and navy. The Soviet people are working today 
with inspiration to implement the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. They are pre- 
paring in worthy fashion for our country's glorious celebration of the 60th anniver- 
sary of the formation of the USSR. The cult of violence and spirit of militarism are 
intrinsically alien to them. Their ideal, their most desired goal is peace, the 
brotherly friendship of all peoples on earth without war. The international sifua- 
tion in recent years, however, has become sharply exacerbated--this due to the most 
aggressive circles of imperialism, most notably the United States. The current US 
administration and the governments of its militant NATO partners are striving to up- 
set the strategic military balance that exists between the USSR and USA, between the 
Warsaw Pact and the North Atlantic Bloc. They have stepped up the arms race on an 
unprecedented scale and are creating hotbeds of tension in various regions of our 
planet. Soviet soldiers must exhibit constant vigilance, a high state of combat 
readiness and the firm resolve to deal a crushing blow to an aggressor at any moment. 
They are taught this and take up this call by virtue of the entirety of the heroic 
history of our glorious armed forces and the valiant combat traditions of our army 


and navy. 


It is desirable for the propagandist to talk about the best soldiers in the subunit 
[podrazdeleniye], unit or ship during the period of instruction--their training and 


39 





duty-performance achievements, their contribution to further enhancing combat readi- 
ness in their military collective. He should discuss new initiatives and traditions 
that have sprung up and gathered strength in the struggle to achieve this readiness. 
Numerous examples can be cited here. In many units, subunits and snips, the follow- 
ing initiatives have come into widespread use: "From Excellent Subunit to Subunit of 
Excellent People," "No One Lags Behind,” "Complete Interchangeability." Our missile- 
men, artillerymen and soldiers of other specialties are studying and competing ac- 
cording to the mottoes: "From Expert in the Crew to Crew of Experts," "Hit the Tar- 
get with the First Launch, First Salvo, at Maximum Range," "Night Operations, Day- 


light Standards," etc. 


In concluding the discussion of this topic it is important to stress that standing 
today under our glory-covered banners are the grandsons and great-grandsons of the 
Heroes of October, the sons and grandsons of Soviet men who served on the front lines 
during the Great Patriotic War. These heirs to glory check their actions and behav- 
ior with the heroic feats and accomplishments of the older generations. They learn 
what selfless devotion to the Motherland is--to the cause of communism, international 
brotherhood among peoples of the socialist countries and their armies. 


The loyalty of Soviet youth and the soldiers of the 1980's to the glorious, heroic 
traditions of older generations has been vividly and emotionally expressed by the 
words of Leonid Il'ich Brezhnev at the 19th Komsomol Congress: "...those who have 
gone before you--the legendary fighters of the civil war and shock workers of the 
first five-year plans, the heroes of the Great Patriotic War and post-war revival, 
those who participated in the gigantic construction projects of recent decades~--have 
created everything that is ours today. They have delivered to us a priceless posses- 
sion--the first state in the world where socialism has been victorious, a society 
that is building communism... And we are confident that you will be worthy of the 
historic tasks that lie before you.” 


Thus, the history of the USSR Armed Forces consists of glorious annals of valiant 
victories won by our servicemen, their remarkable feats of heroism in the name of the 
Motherland, in the name of communism. This is why a study of the combat traditions 
of the Soviet Army and Navy, of the campaign record of one's unit (ship) and district 
(fleet), is of tremendous educational significance to the serviceman. It brings out 
in everyone a sense of pride in belonging to the army and navy of the Motherland of 
October, faithfulness to one's military duty, a patriotic striving to make worthy 
contributions towards continuing and developing the valiant combat traditions of our 


Soviet Armed Forces. 


This period of instruction should be conducted in a museum or combat glory room and 
make use of the documents and exhibits available there--unit history and campaign 
record, description of the feats of unit heroes, maps and charts, veterans’ letters 
and photographs, newspapers and magazines from the war years, other relics. 


During preparation and while the instruction is in progress, it would be advisable to 
organize meetings between students and army and navy veterans, those who served on 
the front lines, and to arrange visits to places of revolutionary and combat glory. 
The presentation should make widespread use of topical artistic and war-memoir lit- 
erature from the unit or ship library, appropriate visual aids, films and slides. 
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During the course of discussion the following questions may be asked of the students: 
l. What are combat traditions? 2. What are the basic traditions of the Soviet 
Armed Forces? 3. What is the fundamental difference between our military traditions 
and those of the capitalist armies? 4. What does it mean to show allegiance to the 
combat traditions of our army and navy, to augment them? 5. What is the campaign 
record, the history of your unit (ship) and district (fleet)? 
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ARMED FORCES 


BOOK ON INTERNATIONALISM REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 90-91 


[Review by Capt lst Rank P. Golubev, candidate of historical sciences, assistant pro- 
fessor, and Lt Col V. Rybnikov, candidate of historical sciences, of book "Osnova 
boyevogo soyuza. Internatsionalizm kak faktor oboronnoy moshchi sotsialisticheskogo 
sodruzhestva" [The Foundation of.our Military Alliance--Internationalism as a Factor 
in the Defensive Might of the Socialist Community] by V. F. Samoylenko, Voyenizdat, 


1981, 271 pages] 


[Text] The peoples of the socialist brotherhood countries value their unity and co- 
operation. Strengthening cohesion among the fraternal countries and consolidating 
friendship among their Marxist-Leninist parties are significant in enhancing the 
might of socialism and its influence on the course of.international events. 


A discussion of the great strength in the unity of the fraternal peoples showld spe- 
cially emphasize its significance with regard to consolidating the defensive capacity 
of.each socialist country and of the socialist community as a whole. The necessity 
for joint defense of the revolutionary gains of.our peoples is an objective, natural 
phenomenon in the formation and development of a new world. As V. I. Lenin stated, 

a close-knit military and economic alliance is absolutely necessary--otherwise, the 
capitalists "will crush and strangle us one by one" (Complete works, vol 40, p 46). 
He classified any and every attempt to destroy the alliance of the socialist peoples 
as completely intolerable, and a betrayal of the interests of the struggle against 
imperialism. These propositions of.Lenin are eminently topical and pressing in our 


present-day context as well. 


In his book “The Foundation of our Military Alliance," Doctor of Philosophical Sci- 
ences, Professor V. F. Samoylenko, discusses the tremendous significance of coopera- 
tion among the socialist countries in the sphere of defense and ways to strengthen it. 


The book is based on a great deal of factual material. In addition to Marxist-Lenin- 
ist sources, it makes extensive use of specialized literature. Where possible and 
expedient the author has made an effort to carry theoretical generalizations to their 
practical conclusions and recommendations. 


The work consists of. five chapters, sequentially treating the following: content and 
principles of proletarian internationalism; socialist internationalism as a guarantee 








of successful economic and political development within the socialist community; 
forms and methods of ideological cooperation among the fraternal countries; ways of 
strengthening the defensive capabilities of Warsaw Pact member nations. 


Internationalism, the author notes, is based on the commonality in the fundamental 
interests of the working class of.all countries and, as a natural phenomenon of so- 
cial development, is :nanifest in the strengthening of world socialism and the mutual 
relationships among communist and workers’ parties, in the development of the inter- 
national workers' movement and revolutions of national liberation, and in the consol- 
idation of all progressive, anti-imperialist forces. It arose as the natural expres- 
sion of the internationalization of the proletariat class struggle. 


The essence of proletarian internationalism issues from the universal, historical 
mission of the working class, from the conditions of its realization and the peculi- 
arities of replacing a capitalist structure with a communist one. Proletarian inter- 
nationalism developed in conjunction with the process of world revolution, and is an 
outcome of this process. 


The author discourses on the substance of the historical stages of development of 
proletarian internationalism and emphasizes that, with the advent of the world so- 
cialist system, proletarian internationalism acquires new qualitative characteristics. 
It reaches its highest level and becomes socialist internationalism. For the first 
time, a social base for the development of proletarian internationalism into social- 
ist internationalism has been created in the USSR. 


The study contains a thorough and comprehensive treatment of the essence of the prin- 
ciples of proletarian and socialist internationalism, among which the author includes: 
equality and equivalence of national segments of the working class and their parties; 
the coincidence of national and international working class interests, of the inter- 
ests of proletarian internationalism and patriotism; irreconcilability with national- 
ism and chauvinism. The book depicts the struggle of. the CPSU and the fraternal 
Marxist-Leninist parties against the ideology of modern bourgeois nationalism, imper- 
ial chauvinism and hegemonism, and the fight to achieve realization of the principles 


of proletarian internationalism. 


The work under review devotes significant attention to explaining the importance of 
socialist internationalism in consolidating the economic potential of the countries 
in the socialist brotherhood. The author discusses the essence of economic integra- 
tion among CMEA member nations, and shows the ways and means of achieving the aims of 
this integration. Among these he highlights the following: enhancing cooperation 
in the sphere of forecasting and planning activities; speeding up the processes of 
production specialization and organization of cooperatives; expanding scientific and 
technical cooperation; developing financial, credit and monetary relationships. So- 
cialist integration is a powerful factor in providing for the defense of the social- 
ist countries, in satisfying the needs of their armed forces, in increasing the sta- 
bility and vitality of every socialist country's economy and of the community as a 


whole. 


The author emphasizes, quite justifiably, that a qualitatively new stage in the de- 
velopment of economic cooperation within the socialist community has come about 
through the Comprehensive Program, which provides specific ways of.intensifying co- 
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operation in the next few years, and at the same time lays a framework for more ef- 
fective directions and forms mutual ties may take over the long run. This naturally 
leads to the conclusion that economic integration is raising the economic and defen- 
sive might of the countries of the socialist brotherhood to new levels. 


V. Samoylenko has devoted a prominent place in his work to showing the multi-faceted 
activities of the fraternal communist and workers’ parties with regard to ideological 
and political education of the people. The author has highlighted the basic courses 
being pursued in the current stage of ideological work: the formation of a socialist 
and communist consciousness in the workers of the socialist community; moral and work- 
related education; the education of our peoples in the spirit of patriotism and in- 
ternationalism, of struggling against the bourgeois ideology. These are precisely 

the same courses which have been specially underscored in the CC CPSU resolution "On 
Further Improvements in Ideological, Political and Educational Work." 


The final chapter of the monograph examines the military cooperation experience of 
the fraternal socialist countries. The author stresses that the commonality in so- 
cial, economic and political structure of the socialist countries, the unity of Marx- 
ist-Leninist ideology, their common aims and tasks and the cohesion of their class 
interests provides a solid base for military cooperation among the armies of the fra- 
ternal nations joined together in the Warsaw Pact. V. Samoylenko convincingly re- 
veals the objective necessity for military cohesion among the socialist countries, 
especially under present-day conditions, when aggressive western imperialist circles 
present a united front of preparation for war. He concludes from this that we must 
strengthen our unity, enhance our revolutionary vigilance and constantly concern our- 
selves with perfecting our collective defense on the principles of socialist inter- 


nationalism. 


In strengthening their defensive posture, the Soviet Union and the other fraternal 
countries are not striving to achieve military superiority. Never have their inten- 
tions included--nor do they include today--threats to any country whatsoever. Their 
strategic doctrine consists of a purely defensive orientation. The entire period of 
Warsaw Pact existence provides full confirmation of the correctness and long-range 
vision of this decision of communist and workers’ parties and of the socialist gov- 
ernments to consolidate their efforts to defend the revolutionary gains of our peo- 
ples from the aggressive encroachments of imperialism, to promote a solid peace. 


The book under review provides thorough and comprehensive substantiation of the his- 
torival role of the Warsaw Pact organization. It sheds light on the dialectic link- 
ing proletarian and socialist internationalism with the defensive capacity of the 


community of the fraternal countries. 


This work is not entirely without fault, unfortunately. A number of paragraphs are 
unnecessarily laden with historical excursions and verbose discourses. The author 
has inadequately analyzed the basic directions, forms and content of ideological 

work in educating servicemen in the spirit of internationalism. On the whole, how- 
ever, the book merits the attention of a wide circle of readers, and will undoubtedly 
be of significant assistance to commanders and political workers in studying contem- 
porary military and theoretical issues, in educating our soldiers in the traditions 
of friendship among the peoples of the socialist community and of their military 


brotherhood. 
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GROUND FORCES 


PARTY-POLITICAL WORK IN AN ARTILLERY REGIMENT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to prercs 2 Sep 
82) pp 57-60 


[Article by Colonel V. Gorbatyuk: "Dealing With People") 


[Text] I had occasion to become acquainted with the regimental propagandist, Captain 
V. Kovalev, during tactical exercises. The artillery regiment was completing a long 
and difficult march to the concentration area. At each halt Vladimir Ivanovich would 
walk the length of.the column and ask how the artillerymen were doing, cheer them up, 
especially the drivers of the gun tractors. He also steered platoon propagandists 
towards helping their comrades in word and deed. A long road still lay ahead, a 
water crossing, then the "battle" itself, upon which the regiment's execution of the 


exercise mission depended. 


Kovalev knew, of course, that commanders and subunit [podrazdeleniye] political work- 
ers had done a great deal in imparting sound practical skills of driving the powerful 
tractors to these drivers--many of whom were young soldiers. At a time when so much 
was at stake, however, professional skills were not the only important thing. The 

way people were morally and psychologically tuned--their readiness to perform daring- 
ly and decisively, with initiative--was quite significant. Efforts had been made in 


this regard well prior to the exercises. 


Lectures and discussions had taken place in the subunits. Officers A. Spitsyn, S. 
Radenko and others explained to the men the aims and tasks the party and the 26th 
CPSU Congress had set before the armed defenders of the Motherland under aggravated 
world conditions. They emphasized the necessity for increasing the sense of personal 
responsibility servicemen feel for acquiring skilled expertise in the use of military 
weapons and equipment. During evening periods in Lenin Rooms, at rest breaks, during 
periods of vehicle and weapons maintenance, non-TOE propagandists and agitation per- 
sonnel had talks with the men on the combat traditions of the Soviet Armed Forces and 
their regiment; they related experiences of the best drivers, gunners and gun section 


chiefs. 


During this period Captain Kovalev spent almost all his time in the barracks. He 
conversed with the young officers, sergeants and soldiers, asked about how they were 
preparing to go to the field. He asked the soldiers their opinion as to what was 
necessary to make crew, platoon and battery operations still more precise, better 
coordinated. He listened attentively to people and took notes. “How would you like 
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to take command of the battery?" joked the commander of the battalion where Kovalev 
was having one of his discussions. "Give it to me--I'll take it!" Vladimir Ivanovich 
replied in the right tone. "You've got good people--intelligent, industrious. You 
might have a talk with some of your sergeants though...about how they relate to their 
subordinates. Some seem excessively severe...just about shout at people; others al- 
most curry favor among subordinates..." 


The propagandist proceeded to state his opinion on how the sergeants could be helped 
in finding their place in the collective, one that conformed to regulation. He prom- 
ised to give a talk on friendship and military comradeship. 


A regimental propagandist has quite a bit to be concerned about--all closely related 
to the ideological, military and moral upbringing of the soldier. And no matter what 
he does--conduct a seminar with political instruction group leaders and propagandists, 
give a lecture, prepare for a thematic evening session, attend a political instruc- 
tion meeting, discuss some matter with a propaganda and agitation group member, or 
help in preparing newspaper and radio presentations--he is always thinking about the 
soldie-, for whose upbringing and education all of this is being done. He is firm in 
the conviction that, without a thorough knowledge of the soldier's frame of mind, his 
needs and requirements, he--the regimental propagandist--will fail to accomplish his 
chief mission as it must be accomplished. His daily contact with people provides a 
wealth of information for reflection; it assists the ideologically active membership 
in directing their efforts, in achieving purposefulness and effectiveness. 


Kovalev also teaches non-TOE propagandists how to get closer to the soldiers, to be 
able to study their frame of mind and desires, how to penetrate their training regime 
and their lives. In analyzing their work he reminds them constantly that they cannot 
be satisfied with what lies on the surface. They must deeply immerse themselves in 
the phenomena that comprise one collective or another and take everything into ac- 


count when working with its people. 


Kovalev frequently recalls his first efforts in the propaganda sphere. He remembers 
quite well, for example, how, having become an agitation and propaganda group member, 
he set about preparing for a lecture on the combat traditions of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. He selected books and brochures and found an interesting collection of vi- 
sual aids. He quickly wrote the text, then looked it over--it seemed everything was 


set. 


After delivering his lecture to one of the subunits, he noticed by the looks on the 
soldiers’ faces that it hadn't really stirred them. The regimental deputy commander 
for political affairs was present at the lecture and found himself alone with Koval- 
ev afterwards. “Everything you said was correct, and you mentioned some interesting 
facts. It seems to me you were well prepared. But why didn't you reflect a bit on 
how the soldiers of this subunit are continuing their military traditions? Could it 
be there are no examples of military comradeship, of great vigilance and discipline? 
Of course not. Just as there are negative examples in this regard. You should have 
told the men about this sort of thing so that they'd be able to evaluate their serv- 
ice and the actions of their comrades from a strict and exacting point of view, to 
compare them with the deeds of older generations.” 


This served as a good lesson for Kovalev. In preparing subsequent lectures and re- 
viewing others, and in making recommendations to young directors of political in- 


46 





struction groups at meetings and seminars in his capacity as regimental propagandist, 
he requires that presentations be related to real life and the mission of unit per- 


sonnel. 


Looking over the text of a presentation given by an agitation and propaganda group 
member, Vladimir Ivanovich noted the following sentence: “In a number of our sub- 
units, unfortunately, the growth in number of qualified specialists leaves much to be 
desired." Nothing followed in the way of analysis, conclusions or recommendations. 


Captain Kovalev advised the officer to treat this matter in detail, and he became 
earnestly involved in it as well. It turned out that the soldiers in certain sub- 
units failed to show any special aspirations towards improving their specialty quali- 
fications. The reasons were varied--poor quality of explanatory work, a low level of 
military and technical materials. Vladimir Ivanovich glanced over the agitation and 
prepagation group work plan--there was nc provision for themes that should be closely 
related to propagating military and technical skills necessary to artillerymen. In 
other words, it was his fault. In drawing up the work plan he was satisfied simply 
by the fact that the subject of propaganda related to military and technical skills 
was to be “presented" through a series of lectures; he never got around to delving 


into it. 


With the help of the party committee, non-TOE propagandists and the most active Kom- 
somol membership, Captain V. Kovalev was able to accomplish a great deal towards 
eliminating the deficiencies. Propaganda related to military and technical skills 
became purposeful; the best specialists became more active in propagating their ex- 
periences and popularizing their achievements. Members of agitation and propaganda 
groups intensified their efforts and began to lecture in the subunits with greater 
frequency. Officer specialists were invited to direct activities in technical clubs 
and conduct quizzes. At the propagandist's request, the regimental commander 
straightened out the operation of the qualification commission and made it a more 
ceremonial occasion for servicemen to be awarded their qualification badges upon this 


achievement. This was a factor of no small importance. 


Vladimir Ivanovich then got the idea that the unit should organize a competition for 
best specialist. He shared his ideas with the regimental commander and members of 
the party committee, who provided support. Staff officers soon developed an appro- 
priate plan whose contents and aims were then explained by Komsomol activists to the 
ba.teries and platoons. The soldiers were called upon to participate most actively 


in this competition. 


It is true that some of the younger officers were skeptical about this proposition at 
first. Lt A. Yeremin, for example, a platogn leader, stated that they didn't have 
the time to organize additional training exercises--those that had been planned were 
quite enough. Kovalev was able to convince the officer, however, that there is no 
such thing as an exercise or competition that's one too many if it is organized in 


lively, interesting fashion. 


Lt Yeremin listened to what Kovalev had to say. The next day he conducted the first 
additional training exercise in preparation for the regimental specialists’ competi- 
tion. A very lively discussion took place of the artillerymen's performance. Mis- 
takes were thoroughly analyzed; experienced gun chiefs and gunners advised on how to 
avoid them. The best methods were propagated in operational notes and discussions 


with propagandists. 
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And when, on the day of the competition, Lt A. Yeremin's subordinates were judged to 
be the finest artillerymen in the regiment, the young officer, emotionally stirred by 
his success, warmly thanked the regimental propagandist for his sound advice. 


Judging from the way tactical exercises were then conducted, one could be assured 
that the competition for best specialist, initiated by Kovalev, had exerted a posi- 
tive influence on the artillerymen's combat readiness. The competitive spirit and 
the desire to accomplish the assigned mission in the best possible way helped the ar- 
tillerymen approach the decisive phase of the exercises motivated and prepared at any 
moment to engage in “battle." 


The gun tractors slowed their pace as they went through a pass, then alongside a 
small lake, hemmed in on all sides by a humped ridgeline. They stopped for a short 
halt. 


Captain Kovalev went up to a group of his soldiers and started a conversation about 
the battles that had taken place in this area in 1944. Then he spoke about the trou- 
bled situation in the world today, about how the imperialists are rattling their sa- 
bers and threatening war, a fact which made the role of the Soviet soldier so great 
and responsible in standing watch over the peaceful labor of the people. 


Vladimir Ivanovich noticed how the men tightened themselves up and became animated-- 
as if they hadn't just come through a tough march, as if they were not about to face 
the most difficult part of it all. The propagandist named those soldiers who had 
performed in excellent fashion over the first phase of .the exercises and exhorted the 
others to do likewise. 


Captain Kovalev and the artillerymen then examined combat shelters that had been pre- 
served since the war, built by our fighting men. They spent a moment by a simple ob- 
elisk that had been constructed to honor Soviet soldiers who perished. 


The soldiers paid homage to the memory of these heroes through a minute of silence. 
Pvt Aleksandr Tikhomirov went up to Vladimir Ivanovich and said softly: 

"We should come here again.” 

"You're right--we'll come by on the return trip." 


The day ended with a forced march to a lake. The exercise battle began at dawn and 
raged in swift, headlong fashion. An assault water crossing followed, then seizure 
of a bridgehead. For almost two sleepless days and nights the artillerymen engaged 
in joint operations with tankers and motorized riflemen, exploiting the attack. 


The entreating, supportive words of propagandists and agitators rang out at the ar- 
tillery positions during that tense period. During short minutes of respite they 
gathered the men around, explained to them the tasks that still lay ahead, and re- 
lated about those who had distinguished themselves, entreating all to do likewise. 
And when the decisive moments arrived, these men imparted to their fellow soldiers a 
shining example of skillful performance on their weapons and equipment and of execut- 
ing precision fire. 
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The leadership role played by the regimental commander, political workers and party 
activists of the regiment was felt throughout. And propagandist Captain V. Kovalev 
did his bit. You could find him in every battery, in every platoon--sharp and ener- 
getic, able to lift people's spirits through a fiery appeal or through a joke, able 
to inspire the confidence to achieve success. 


The work of a propagandist is, of course, not measured in the battle--even if it's a 
training battle. This is not determined by the number of discussions or instruction 
periods he has conducted. His efforts in this “battle” began long before, when he 
subordinated all his thoughts and deeds to a single purpose--that of bringing out in 
the soldier a deeply conscientious aspiration to truly master his operational spe- 
cialty, of reaching every serviceman's heart and soul and imbuing a great and noble 
determination to accomplish the difficult mission of the soldier. 


What does a regimental propagandist have to be? I recall meeting many propagandists-- 
experienced people as well as those just starting out in this restless job, men with 
a variety of character traits, habits and inclinations. What they have in common is 
a strong love and devotion to the cause they serve, a high sense of duty, an ability 
to devote all their skills and energies to their work. It is these party men--sol- 
diers with great moral fiber such as Captain V. Kovalev--who are making a marked con- 
tribution towards the accomplishment of tasks assigned by the 26th CPSU Congress with 
regard to further improving ideological, political and educational work. Through 
their clear and ardent word, their shining, upright personal example, they are in- 
spiring our armed defenders of the Motherland on towards new achievements in their 
military service; they are striving to do everything in their power to enhance the 
combat readiness of the unit and subunit. 


I thought about this as I saw Captain Kovalev once again, standing with the soldiers 
by that simple obelisk on top of an unnamed hill. He had not forgotten his promise 

to them. They had come here once again, returning from the exercises, to honor the 
memory of those who had honorably fulfilled their duty to the Motherland; they had 
come to render their military report on the execution of their combat training mission. 
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NAVAL FORCES 


KOMSOMOL WORK WITH PROBLEM SERVICEMEN DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 64-68 


[Article by Capt 3d Rank V. Rusinov: "What Do You Do With Bunglers?"] 


[Text] It would be better, of course, if there weren't any bunglers at all. But 
from time to time it happens that a Komsomol member beginning his service tour fails 
to undertake his duties with a full sense of responsibility, or in fact violates the 
established order. When this happens people say more often than not--"the guy 
bungled it." It is this that Komsomol activists have to work with more than anything 


else. 


Where do you begin? How do you reach a person? Everybody knuws that when you're 
dealing with a bungler you have to delve into the reason behind each foul-up. But do 
we always do this objectively? Or are we sometimes led by orr hasty personal judg- 
ment of a comrade? Do we have the ability to force ourselves to see not only the bad 
in a person, but the good as well, which often lies beneath the surface? In a word, 
one simply cannot rush to conclusions in dealing with people. 


This would seem to be clear enough. But consider a conversation I had recently with 
Petty Officer First Class A. Kiril'chuk, secretary of the Komsomol organization of a 
submarine crew I was visiting while on temporary duty. We were discussing a specific 


instance. 


"Why do you have to spend so much time digging into it?" he argued. “The lad's just 
eighteen--maybe twenty. He's still just one page in a short autobiography. Take a 
look and you can see right away what this is all about. You just have to keep get- 
ting after them, admonish them...and it doesn't hurt to punish them...” 


True--one must answer for his actions. But it is also necessary that a person under- 
stand his mistakes, realize what he has done and get back on track. 


Unfortunately, Kiril'chuk isn't alone in his delusion. Not too long ago I was learn- 
ing about Komsomol organization activities on a certain ship. Lt S. Yuzhin, a Kom- 
somol committee memb +, was talking--with a kind of pride, I'd have to say--about the 
“chaps” he'd punishes. He went down a list--who, when and for what. When I inquired 
as to what efforts Komsomol activists were engaged in to forestall such occurrences, 
how such matters were being treated in discussions at Komsomol meetings, the young 


officer stopped short, then stated quite bluntly: 
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"The important thing is meting out punishment in timely fashion, so that not a single 
instance goes by without action by the Komsomol organization. And if we overdo it 
sometimes--that's no disaster. These guys are young. They'll get through it and 
turn over a new leaf..." 


Get through it, turn over a new leaf... Well--Kiril’chuk and Yuzhin are right about 
one thing. These Komsomol members are really young, for sure. This term of service 
in the army or navy constitutes their formative years, and much of what they do here 
they are doing for the first time. And this is one of the reasons they do experience 
disappointing failures in training, duty performance and discipline. Do Komsomol 
activists always take this into account? No, unfortunately, not always. There are 
some who believe that the internal world of a “difficult" soldier is an unplowed 
field, and they are the sowers who must plow it and throw down the first seed. Hav- 
ing adopted such a position, Komsomol bureau and committee members apply it to their 
work in educating the problem soldier. Quite often, without further ado, tney rush 
over and hang a sign on a young man--"The Collective's Handicap." They bring him up 
at every meeting, thinking it's best to do so, apparently--that the issue will be 
long remembered and others won't try it. And so that's what this "work" consists of, 
without the slightest thought being given to trying to delve into what is really go- 
ing on, without any effort being made to ascertain the conditions under which a Kom- 
somol member grew up and received his education prior to call-up for military serv- 
ice. Activists forget to ask a problem soldier about his views and aspirations. 

They neglect to find out any particulars about him, fail to notice the positive qual- 
ities he may have. Activists seldom talk about the need to be patient, to show tact 
in educational work with people. Sometimes they just try to see the bad, the nege- 
tive aspects of a young serviceman, the things that "merit" Komsomol censure. 


A good illustration is the following incident, which occurred in the submariner Kom- 
somol organization where Petty Officer Second Ciass S. Gerasimov is serving as bureau 
secretary. An extraordinary event took place. Senior Seaman N. Gmyrya lost his 
watch while he was on duty with Seaman N. Kotnikov. When the Komsomol bureau secre- 
tary found out what had happened, the first thing he did was to have a "heart-to- 
heart talk" with Kotnikov. After this talk Kotnikov walked around crestfallen. 


Basically, nobody even bothered to ask Kotnikov for an explanation. Everybody asked 
for one thing--a confession and che return of the watch to Gmyrya. But Kotnikov kept 
silent. His silence was long and stubborn. Only towards the end of the Komsomol 
meeting at which his case was under examination was he unable to contain himself-- 
tears of hurt streamed down his face and he lost his self-control. Wrought with 


anxiety he turned angrily to the presidium: 
"What cruel, inhuman people you are...I can't believe it..." 


After the meeting Komsomol activists wor‘ed up a special "plan for working with Kot- 
nikov on an individual basis." The “work” began. True, it did not continue very 
long--eight days in all--since a political worker finally looked into the "Kotnikov 
affair." Then too, the watch "turned up." Senior Seaman Gmyrya had carelessly 


flung it into the dirty laundry bin. 


The political section looked into this matter, of course. But the fact remains--it 
did happen. Seaman Kotnikov no longer serves on this submarine. His request for 


transfer was approved. 
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Unfortunately, this is not a story out of the distant past. I still cannot under- 
stand why there are Komsomol workers and activists around who devote primary atten- 
tion in their educational work to the so-called “criticisms” instead of vital activi- 
ty with people. Unquestionably there is an element her2 of “growing pains." For our 
youth leadership comprises people who do not have a great deal of life experience. 

As the 19th Komsomol Congress noted justifiably, however, this kind of thing happens 
most often due to inadequate methods of educating our youth, insufficient knowledge 
of basic teaching techniques. You'll see a Komsomol worker dispensing punishments 
right and left and still he wonders: "What's going on? We're showing rigid exact- 
ingness. We don't allow a discipline violator to get away with the slightest devia- 
tion from regulations, yet we still don't have the strict order that's required in 
the subunit and the Komsomol organization." 


Although the following story has a happy ending, it still provokes didactic reflec- 
tion. 


Seaman A. Yakin was serving in the missile firing battery where Petty Officer First 
Class V. Karpov was Komsomol organization secretary. Sometimes Yakin was a delight 
to look at--energetic, sharp, businesslike. But such sparkles of.activity were few 
and far between. More often than not he looked quite different--off.balance, slug- 
gish. His duty performance was like a sailor's shirt--a light stripe, then a dark 
stripe. His record-of-service card was filled out on the reverse side only, where 
the entries reflected punishments imposed, sometimes comments with regard to remis- 
sion. 


One day, after a regularly-scheduled bureau meeting at which Yakin received a stern 
reprimand for exhibiting a negligent attitude towards official duty, the Komsomol 
activists came out and headed for the seamen's mess for a cigarette. 


They were in a bad mood indeed. Not even the prospect of the movie that was just 
starting in the aft crew spaces could cheer them up--once again a discussion with Al- 
eksandr had gotten nowhere. So each of them was deep in thought about something. 


“Hey guys--any people from Zhdanov on board?" a seaman came up and asked. 


It was clear from his overalls (that still didn't have all the color washed out), the 
awkward way he was wearing his beret, and the fact that he was looking for other sea- 
men from his part of the country (traditional at the start of shipboard duty) that 
this was a new arrival. 


"People from Zhdanov?" repeated Senior Seaman A. Sumyatin. "Yeah, we've got some." 


The seamen got into a conversation with young Anatoliy Lavrinenko, talked about oth- 
ers from his part of the country. They were amazed at the new fellow's reaction when 
the name Yakin was mentioned. 


"Sashka's here! Yeah, that's our Sashka, from the mechanized assembly plant. He's 
our Komsomol secretary..." That's about the way he expressed his excitement. "He 
was even leader of our Komsomol operations section. Good man--you won't lose with 
him!" 
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"Right--we won't lose with him," Petty Officer Second Class I. Ponomarev muttered to 
himself somewhat annoyed, and trying to hide his embarrassment. 


If that doesn't beat all! You “work” with someone so much, and don't even realize he 
was a Komsomol activist. Apparently someone had left that off his registration card 
through inadvertence. But is it the registration card's fault? 


Much of Yakin's behavior became clear to Vladimir Karpov and the other Komsomol bu- 
reau members in the battery after this chance conversation in the mess. As it turned 
out, he had been a Komsomol activist since as far back as his school days. Judging 
from what Lavrinenko had to say, Yakin liked it and was rather successful at it. Bu- 
reau members at least came to the conclusion from what his school and shop-mate said 


that Yakin was a pretty good youth leader. 


Why then the slump in Aleksandr's activity? What had brought him into the ranks of 
the "problem" servicemen, the likes of whom in all probability he once dealt with 
himself? The activists were presented with these and a whole series of other ques- 
tions. They had earlier reached the conclusion that the rigid structure of shipboard 
duty coupled with the difficulties of mastering the complex missileman specialty had 
somehow made the young serviceman despondent. They didn't take into account how dif- 
ficult it must have been for Yakin to resign himself to the fact he was not going to 
be assuming the leadership role here that he was accustomed to. All of this taken 
together left its mark on Yakin's behavior. After passing through the confusion of 
his initial period of service, Aleksandr's attempts to gain authority within the col- 
lective went unnoticed by Komsomol bureau members and his fellow servicemen. There 
was nobody around to encourage him or lend support during a difficult time. The ac- 
tivists merely registered his faults. Measures were taken without the slightest at- 
tempt to find a method of approaching the serviceman, although the opportunity was 
there. Yakin's duty performance was therefore marked by slumps and surges. 


Of course, efforts were undertaken by Komsomol activists to do something with this 
member but they were, unfortunately, pro forma. Discussions were conducted on 4n in- 
dividual basis, especially when he entered the ranks of the "lethargic" membership. 
But how were these discussions conducted? 


Let's say that Yakin deviated from the requirements of Navy Shipboard Regulations. 
Komsomol bureau members would have a discussion with him that basically went like 


this: 


"Comrade Yakin, once again you've been reproved by the section petty officer! Look-- 
your behavior can be brought up before a Komsomol meeting!" 


"IT understand. I'1l set myself straight..." 


Such was the "educational" aspect of the discussion. Clearly, it was of little value. 
The matter did indeed reach a Komsomol meeting. But it too had little effect. 


Only later on, when the ship's Komsomol committee secretary gave Petty Officer First 
Class Karpov some hints on how best to work with "problem" Komsomol members, was any 
special emphasis given to drawing Yakin into the firing battery's active Komsomol 

membership. He was given one long-term assignment, then another... Gradually Alek- 











sandr grew to feel a sense of responsibility for affairs of the collective and gained 
confidence in his abilities. The attention of the commander and political worker and 
daily conversations with activists caused him to regain the taste for Komsomol work 
that he had lost. In the fall his comrades selected him for membership in the sub- 


unit's Komsomol bureau. 


Yakin's involvement in social work also had a favorable effect on his duty situation. 
He became a petty officer first class and passed the exam for advancement to a higher 


specialty qualification. 


By opening the curtain covering a comrade's life prior to navy service just a little 
bit and ascertaining a seemingly negligible aspect of his interests and inclinations, 
Komsomol activists were able to help a man regain his good name and get back into the 
mainstream of the subunit Komsomol organization. And it must be said this happened 
thanks to chance. What if chance hadn't come up? 


We register this, and make the necessary correction. Although the “human mechanism" 
is a hundred times more complex than any other, the study of our Komsomol members 
must be all-encompassing--not an easy task by far. It doesn't take long to get for- 
mally acquainted with an individual. You become familiar with data from the applica- 
tion, then ask some questions--where were you born, where have you lived, what have 
you done, etc. But that's far from all of it. It is important to get to know the 
complicated mental world and character of the serviceman in addition to the ill-fated 
“etc." The task consists in knowing all the basic qualities of each member of one's 
Komsomol organization--what he can do and what he can't do, what he knows and what he 
doesn't know, what his plans are for the future, his thoughts and aspirations. We 
simply cannot do without it, especially when we're talking about educating the 


bungler. 


Of course, working with young people is no simple task. It requires a great deal of 
patience, certain pedagogical knowledge and skills. It is a task that cannot be ac- 
complished just by a swoop of sessions and meetings. What's needed here is daily, 
purposeful, persistent effort--a bold and principled approach, steadfastness and tact. 
In short, what is necessary is effective, objective, vital work with people. Most of 
the leaders of our youth are striving to work in just this fashion, but at times the 
inability to order and regulate their efforts undermines the product. Sometimes you 
do get "problem" soldiers. But the organization secretary has endless other things 
to do as well. There are times he can't get to everything and, unfortunately, quite 
often it's work with the individual that gets shortchanged. Time goes by and the 
soldier is never able to extricate himself from the ranks of the "problem" individ- 
uals. And it's the same secretary who "grills" the man in his next lecture. It nev- 
er occurs to him that he's the one who might be prolonging the "recovery" of the Kom- 


somol member. 


Here, in my opinion, the advice of the senior communist becomes quite important--his 
support, his recommendations. The Komsomol activist himself should turn to this per- 
on for help. There's no cause for standing on ceremony here. 


Let me cite an example from my personal experience. 


[It turned out that after about two hours I assumed my predecessor's responsibilities. 
Sr Lt G. Yakovlev gave me a final handshake and headed down the ship's ladder so that 
he'd be able to get an early start on his long journey the next day on another ship. 
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I got familiar with the Komsomol members’ record-of-service cards, gathered the ac- 
tivists together and wrote up a work plan for the month. The “wheel” of working with 
these young people began rotating. But a month went by, then another, and it became 
clear that although the "wheel" was turning, it wasn't achieving the required number 
of revolutions. True, a great number of various measures were being conducted within 
the collective. But in the vast bulk of things being done, the man himself--his mor- 
al needs, character traits, relationship to comrades and duty--got lost. As a result, 
it was only a short while before two Komsomol members committed military discipline 


violations. 


I felt that somehow I was at fault. It seemed I just couldn't get around to every- 
thing. It was especially disappointing that one of the "notables" turned out to be 
Seaman F. Zakirov, whom I had personally “set straight" literally just a few days 


before. 


It's hard to say how much time I spent before getting to the heart of the matter. I 
turned to the crew political worker for advice and assistance and he complied. The 
officer recommended first and foremost that I thoroughly order and regulate responsi- 
bilities among bureau members. He told me how to set up a system of checking and 
monitoring the fulfillment of responsibilities on the part of each activist. 


“That's when you'll find you've got the time, currently lacking, to work with your 
‘lazy' people," he said. "The ability to lean on the active Komsomol membership to a 
great extent determines the organization's fighting spirit, its success in working 


with problem servicemen." 


I listened to his advice. With the help of the party organization and crew officers 
we were able to set straight the work of the activists. Sure enough, things took a 


turn for the better. 


A person will bungle something. This happens in life, unfortunately. But experience 
has shown that a fellow will get back on his feet quicker when Komsomol workers and 
activists get genuinely involved in his sometimes difficult situation. 


Such a conclusion also proceeds from the requirements of the 19th Komsomol Congress, 
which noted: "We must insure that all the efforts of Komsomol committees are perme- 
ated with attention and concern devoted to the young man. Knowing the moods and 

needs of our youth and getting them in step must become a vital rule and requirement 


for every Komsomol leader..." 


In short, each of us must acutely sense our responsibility for a comrade's fate, be 
attentive and exacting of him--to him and to ourselves. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982 
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STRATEGIC ROCKET FORCES 


METHODS OF TRAINING NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 33-40 


[Article by Lt Gen V. Mitropov, First Deputy Director of the Political Directorate, 
Strategic Rocket Forces: "Careful Upbringing of Noncommissioned Officers"] 


[Text] The CC CPSU welcome to participants in the Sixth All-Army Conference of Sec- 
retaries of Primary Party Organizations noted that the security interests of the So- 
viet state require communists and all servicemen in the army and navy to fulfill 
their military duty in absolute fashion, to further increase their activity and ini- 
tiative, and to enhance the spirited and principled approach of party organizations 
in accomplishing the tasks of maintaining a high level of vigilance and combat read- 
iness in the Soviet Armed Forces. 


The efforts of commanders and political workers, communists and Komsomol members, of 
all personnel, are directed towards implementing these directives of Lenin's party. 
Our rocket troops are striving to reach new heights in summer training with respect 
to perfecting their combat expertise and consolidating discipline in honor of the 
60th anniversary of the formation of the USSR. 


Along with our officers, the noncommissioned officer corps makes a significant con- 
tribution to the overall cause. As sergeants major of subunits [podrazdeleniye], 
deputy platoon leaders, squad leaders and section chiefs, sergeants head those ele- 
ments of our army structure that are directly involved in the training and upbring- 
ing of our soldiers, where the questions of strengthening order according to regula- 
tion and rallying military collectives are decided, where our servicemen acquire 
their high level of moral, political and combat qualities. The overwhelming majori- 
ty of NCO's are successfully managing their obligations and have proven themselves 


reliable assistants to our officers. 


The Unit Administration Regulation prescribes that the squad leader is responsible 
in time of peace and war for the squad's successful execution of combat missions, 
for the training, education and military discipline of subordinates, their political 
and moral state, and their military bearing and appearance. He is responsible for 
the proper use, care, maintenance and repair of combat and other equipment, and of 
uniform and equipment issue. As the direct supervisors of their subordinates, ser- 
geants serve alongside them on duty tours, pull 24-hour detail, and participate in 
the conduct of exercises and projects. Closer than anyone else to the men, they 
have the opportunity daily to get involved in their training and education. 
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However, the professional maturity of our noncommissioned officers doesn't come about 
on its own. In order for them to become disciplined, highly qualified specialists 
with strong ideological convictions and to acquire solid work procedures with subor- 
dinates, they themselves must be trained and educated with patience and persistence. 


The Strategic Rocket Forces command and its political directorate constantly direct 
commanders and political workers, party and Komsomol organizations at NCO academies, 
training subunits and combat units [chast'] towards qualitatively enhancing the com- 
bat training level of noncommissioned officers and their ideological, political, mor- 
al and psychological education level as well. Their sense of duty and responsibility 
is being developed and they are directed towards assuming an active and vital social 
and political orientation. 


Political directorate personnel worked jointly this training year with officers in 
the combat training directorate in studying and synthesizing the training and educa- 
tion experience sergeants underwent in a number of military collectives. This exper- 
ience is being disseminated in the troop units. We will discuss in more detail some 
of the positive factors found by commanders, political workers and party organiza- 
tions, as well as the conclusions they suggest. 


It is well known that the foundation of the moral, political and combat qualities 
our future noncommissioned officers will acquire is laid in NCO academies and train- 
ing subunits. Activities conducted at the school where Maj P. Minayev is a political 
worker support this. It has been several years now since the academy has graduated 
any poorly trained noncommissioned officers. The achievement of such stable, posi- 
tive results is facilitated by a number of factors, first and foremost of which is 
thorough study on the part of. young soldiers selected for training at the NCO acad- 
emy. Student groups are organized for instruction depending on their education 
level, length of service, degree of participation in social and political life prior 
to enlistment, abilities and preferences. These factors are also taken into account 
later on, in both training and political and educational work. 


Commanders, political workers, and NCO academy staff and faculty have succeeded in 
closely linking the complete course of instruction, the entirety of ideological, po- 
litical, military and moral education of students, with the specific conditions and 
tasks they will face during their coming term of service in the Strategic Rocket 
Forces. The absolute guide for teaching methods and practical course aspects for of- 
ficer instructors here is the requirement of the USSR Minister of Defense, Marshal of 
the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, that they must take into account the nature of modern 
warfare in presenting the training. "It must become the rule," he stated, “that 
every commander and political worker who organizes personnel training and education 
understands exactly what new moral, physical and psychological ordeals our soldiers 
will be forced to confront in actual combat. In case the imperialists unleash a war, 
they must know what degree of strength--combat, moral and ideological--is necessary 
during peacetime in order to prepare the defenders of our Motherland." 


This directive provides the basis for the entire training and education process and 
is accepted by future noncommissioned officers as the binding rule that determines 
their orientation when working with subordinates. 


In conducting instruction on common troop subjects and tactical and specialized 
training, Officers V. Krasil'nikov, I. Devitilov and K. Zotov among others, experi- 
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enced instructors and leading methods experts, create an environment that simulates 
combat to the maximum possible extent. They develop student habits with regard to 
maintainence of equipment under adverse conditions, courage, decisiveness, initiative 
and skill in commanding a squad or section. 


NCO academy training and ideological and educational work is linked with the real- 
life experience of Strategic Rocket Forces through active participation in it of the 
school directorate, commanders and political workers from combat subunits. The ef- 
forts of party and Komsomol organizations are directed towards insuring that students 
meet the specific requirements their coming service will present. They use lectures, 
discussions, Lenin readings, thematic evening sessions and presentations from out- 
standing officers and NCO's of combat units to acquaint students with the specific 
nature of their service, military duty tours and the peculiarities of strategic rock- 


et troops. 


Guiding principles for NCO academy training may be found in the requirements present- 
ed by the 26th party congress, the CC CPSU resolution “On Further Improving Ideologi- 
cal, Political and Educational Work," directives set forth in Comrade L. I. Brezh- 
nev's speech at the 19th Komsomol Congress, and recommendations of the Sixth All-Army 
Conference of Secretaries of Primary Party Organizations. The command, political 
apparatus, and school party and Komsomol organizations are using these to concentrate 
their primary efforts towards improving the quality of political instruction, impart- 
ing a scientific, aggressive and businesslike character to all agitation and propa- 
ganda measures, and linking theory with actual experience. 


Selection and training of political instruction group leaders at the academy is well 
organized. A great deal is being done to enhance their level of ideological and 
theoretical expertise. As a result, these propagandists impart to the students a 
deep understanding of the theoretical and ideological heritage of Lenin, the docu- 
ments of the 26th CPSU Congress and of the 19th Komsomol Congress. They help them 
assimilate the wealth of knowledge contained in these works and in presentations by 
CC CPSU General Secretary and President of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. Comrade Brezhnev's works--"Malaya Zemlya", “Vozrozh- 
deniye" [Renaissance], "Tselina" [Virgin Soil], and “Vospominaniya" [Memoirs]--have 
become regular reading not only for commanders, political workers, and academy offi- 
cers and sergeants, but for school graduates as well. 


A great deal of attention with regard to political and educational work is being de- 
voted to explaining to students the basics ef Lenin's teaching gn defense of the so- 
cialist Fatherland, the precepts of this great leader of the Soviet military, the 
historical destination of the USSR Armed Forces and the tasks they face in today's 
complex international environment, where imperialism presents a growing military 
danger. The V. I. Lenin room-museum and combat glory room built at the school are 
widely used in this regard. Social and political readings are conducted there, as 
are meetings with veterans of the Great Patriotic War, soldiers who have distin- 
guished themselves in combat and political training, experts in military skills, and 


production innovators. 


It is our opinion that the academy directorate and its party organization have cho- 
sen the truest and most reliable path in providing for the future noncommissioned 
officers’ moral education. Here they have avoided the abstract, purely theoretical 
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propaganda of moral and ethical norms. Instead they present the lofty principles of 
communist morals through the use of concrete examples taken from real-life experi- 
ences of the men and their collective. In their zealous service, in their tactful 
and attentive relationship with fellow comrades, communists assist commanders in es- 
tablishing a healthy moral atmosphere within the student collectives which the ser- 
geants, in turn, will form and maintain in their units. 


Strict military discipline facilitates the development of responsibility and feelings 
of collectivism among the men. During the course, students develop the conviction 
that a solid basis for a healthy moral atmosphere is to be found in the establishment 
of strict order according to regulation, without exception, and rigid, statutory re- 
lationships among servicemen. Moral and political cohesiveness grows stronger under 
the influence of a strict military order. The level of training for personnel is en- 
hanced and leadership traits acquired. The future sergeants learn not just through 
lectures, but based on the example of their own leaders’ service, what an important 
role the authority and exactingness of a leader play in the collective with regard to 
formation of a healthy moral environment. They learn how significant his behavior 
is, what a great difference can result by virtue of the respect he shows for the 
worth of his individual subordinates. 


Over the course of instruction, students actively participate in the social functions 
of their subunits and learn proper procedures for Komsomol agitation. The Komsomol 
committee has established a school for training its most active membership. 


Thus, well established and coordinated procedures for training and education, strict 
order according to regulation, and the active participation of command and political 
personnel and all communists in the process of educating these students will enable 
us to arm our graduates with the basic leadership skills and necessary habits, and 

will greatly influence their inculcation with sound moral, combat and psychological 


qualities. 


The next stage in the making of a sergeant, in the transition to leader and educator, 
takes place immediately after graduation in the unit and subunit. Sergeants in our 
finest military collectives, e.g., in the units rated "excellent" where Sr Lt S. Bu- 
kan" and Maj Ye. Golov serve as party organization secretaries, are quick to become 
capable leaders and educators of subordinates and they participate actively in the 


social life of their subunits. 


In finding out how things are run in the best units, we attempted to determine what 
was special about the activity of key functionaries and the party and Komsomol organ- 
izations there, what caused the NCO's to play a fitting role in the life of the mili- 
tary collective. What conclusions did we come to? 


Sergeants fulfill their obligations most successfully when their commanders and po- 
litical workers, party and Komsomol organizations engage in regular, systematic ef- 
forts with regard to strengthening unity of command and increasing the authority of 
noncommissioned officers, when they show constant concern for their ideological and 
political toughening. Thus, in the unit commanded by Lt Col I. Shelestov, it is the 
most thoroughly trained officers who are selected as group leaders for sergeants' 
political instruction. These officers treat their assigned task quite responsibly. 
They train assistant group leaders--designated from among the NCO's themselves--in 
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instructional techniques, and work on expanding their ideological and political out- 
look. All of this contributes towards enhancing the quality of political training. 


The sergeants attend monthly lectures on fundamentals of teaching methods and psy- 
chology, military and ethical education, forms and methods of fulfilling NCO respon- 
sibilities. Our finest experts in instructional methods, communists I. Shelestov, lI. 
Yurov, G. Vorotkin and S. Bukan' recently delivered the following lectures, among 
others, to the noncommissioned officers: “Psychology of the Soviet Soldier's Person- 
ality--Methods of Forming Personality During Military Service,” “The Role of NCO's in 
Rallying Military Collectives," “Principles and Methods of Inculcating in our Serv- 
icemen High Moral and Combat Qualities.” 


The use of mass political sessions here is combined with individual work. For exanm- 
ple, regular discussion periods where commanders and political workers meet with ser- 
geants to talk over their combat and political training, duty performance and social 
work take place frequently. The officers make a comprehensive study of the moral, 
political and performance qualities of the noncommissioned officers, a factor which 


enhances their personal influence in the educatiun of each. 


[In order to increase the noncommissioned officers’ sense of responsibility in train- 
ing and educating their subordinates, the actions of subunit leaders are monitored 
constantly and an analysis made of their performance and leadership style. This has 
yielded definite results. Thus--objective, individual discussions with noncommis- 
sioned officers V. Gordeyev, N. Sholokhov, A. Il'in and others have helped them grasp 
more thoroughly their responsibl2 role and the need for their participation in af- 
fairs of the subunit, and the unit as a whole. The discussions have had a definite 


effect on the formation of leadership qualities in them. 


Here it would be especially desirable to consider the professional training sergeants 
undergo in the subunit itself to become authoritative leaders--in the company, bat- 
tery and equivalent subunits. 


The company commanded by Lt Yu. Shapov is designated “excellent.” A great deal of 
the credit here goes to the sergeants, who have acquired solid habits and skills in 
the training and education of subordinates. Painstaking efforts on the part of the 
officers have resulted in making reliable assistants of the NCO's. Let us look at 


the facts. 


A group of new arrivals recently reported into the company for duty. Joining the 
ranks of the collective were representatives of nine nationalities. Fifty-six per- 
cent of the newcomers came from city-worker families, 44 percent from rural areas. 

A third had completed secondary-level technical education, but only one fifth of the 
men had any work experience. These considerations simply must be taken into account. 
The company commander prepared and conducted a special instructional period with his 
sergeants on the topic “Characteristics of the Individual Serviceman--a Consideration 
in Forming Combat Crews." The NCO's received timely direction and advice on how to 
achieve cohesion in the military collective, how to attain combat readiness under 


their actual conditions. 


In conjunction with preparations for the 60th anniversary of the formation of the 
USSR, questions of education and upbringing on an international level were brought 











up first and foremost in the multi-national, company family. They were also dis- 
cussed with the sergeants at a seminar conducted by the deputy company commander for 


political affairs. 


It became a rule in the subunit to summarize daily the results of noncommissioned of- 
ficers’ efforts, to make up a task listing for the following day and check their 
readiness to fulfill the coming requirements. The company commander, political work- 
er and platoon leaders assist the sergeants in achieving training and education 
goals, and regularly monitor the organization, content and teaching methods level of 


their work. 


Establishment of the relationships between sergeants and the rank and file in strict 
accordance with regulations is an important function of the company commander and his 
deputy for political affairs. Sergeants spend practically all their time with the 
soldiers. They are close to them in age and interests and some come from the same 
part of the country. The trick is to prevent undue familiarity on the part of the 
noncommissioned officer, and at the same time avoid provocative demonstrations of 
authority in front of the soldiers, avoid degrading their worth as individuals. Of- 
ficers are successfully managing the education effort through the use of collective 
and individual measures. Most of the sergeants are exercising effective leadership 
of their squads and sections, are training and educating their subordinates while 
maintaining proper interrelationships with them. 


The efforts of sergeants in putting discipline into practice are analyzed muthly. 
Lt Shapov generalizes the methods and experiences of the best NCO's, those who 
have displayed the most advanced techniques in training and educating the troops 


and serve as an example for others. 


The commander and political worker make widespread use of opportunities afforded by 
socialist competition in achieving the professional training and ideological toughen- 
ing of sergeants. They are constantly teaching practical organizational and educa- 
tional skills which, to a great extent, determine success in competition between 
squads, crews and individuals. Noncommissioned officers actively assist the soldiers 
in working out their individual commitments and monitor their fulfillment. Not only 
does this facilitate the effectiveness of competion in the company, but it serves as 
a good school for the sergeants themselves. 


It is clear from what has been said that objective, purposeful work on the part of 
unit and subunit commanders and political workers with the sergeants 

plays a highly significant role in their professional training and in their ideolog- 
ical, political, moral and psychological toughening. Their organizational and educa- 
tional efforts are, as a matter of fact, the key factor--capable of elevating and 
confirming the NCO's authority as a leader and educator of his subordinates, as a re- 
liable officer assistant. 


Unity of command in the Soviet Armed Forces has its foundations in the party. If we 
examine this inviolable law of our military entity as it applies to the noncommis- 
sioned officer corps, then consolidation of sergeants’ authority is seen as a partic- 
ularly party-oriented matter, and party organizations must become t:..oroughly and conm- 
prehensively involved in every aspect of the life and service activity of the noncom- 
missioned officer. 





The party organization of the unit commanded by Maj Ye. Golov is distinguished by 
virtue of its ability to rally the men, to mobilize their efforts in accomplishing 
the most urgent tasks. The organization is also successful in its work with ser- 
geants. Communists actively participate in the ideological and political education 
of the noncommissioned officers and work with them individually. They'll help one 

in becoming operationally proficient on a piece of equipment, another on mastering 
regulations and manuals, assist a third in dealing with subordinates. Should someone 
blunder, shirk a difficult situation or treat a comrade disrespectfully, they will 
set him straight. The party bureau has generalized the experiences of Sr Sgt N. Vos- 
trilov and Sgt B. Rapey, the most capable educators of the soldiers, and has dissem- 
inated it to all NCO's. This experience has taken rcot and is being put to fitting 
use in practical leadership training for sergeants. 


A great deal of importance is attached to efforts on the part of party organizations 
to draw NCO's into the active ideological life of their military collective. More 
than anything else this is a task for the communists in the subunit. We became con- 
vinced of this after learning about party organization work in the subunit--rated 
“excellent"--commanded by Capt V. Matveytsev. Truly--the party membership here isn't 
rich in numbers, but in skill! With the help of just a small number of communists, 
all sergeants are actively participating under their direction in the political edu- 
cation of subordinates. Sergeants V. Shcherbakov and A. Breusenko, by way of illus- 
tration, join agitators and Komsomol activists in organizing regular political dis- 
cussions with the men, collective readings of topical newspaper and magazine arti- 
cles, a variety of contests and quizzes. Alongside the officers, NCO's explain to 
the men the requirements of the USSR Constitution with regard to defense of the so- 
cialist Fatherland, the historic destination of the Soviet Armed Forces, the most 
important decisions of the Communist Party and Soviet government. It should hardly 
be necessary to say that not only does all of this reinforce the knowledge, skills 
and habits sergeants have acquired, but it develops in them an energetic sense of So- 
viet patriotism and strengthens their selfless loyalty to the party, the people and 
the cause of communism. 


The subunit party organization invites sergeants to its open party meetings. This 
happens most frequently when questions on the life and duty activities of the col- 
lective are under discussion. Noncommissioned officers are sometimes invited to de- 
liver a report on one issue or another. Communists discuss such reports. In this 
way the party organization strengthens sergeants’ authority--without importunity, 
without superfluous exhortation or bombastic pronouncements. It develops in them a 
sense of responsibility for fulfillment of their leadership obligations. 


it is also worthwhile to note the ability of subunit communists to ideologically in- 
fuse the day-to-day military routine. This can be seen quite graphically in their 
efforts to consolidate military discipline. Subunit sergeants are of two orienta- 
tions in this regard--first, in intensifying the struggle to achieve strict order 
according to regulation; second, in attaining a thorough understanding of the ideo- 
logical bases of conscious military discipline. NCO's are taught to proceed from 
the premise that discipline is primarily a political, moral factor. Servicemen be- 
come disciplined only when they have formed a solid conviction of the necessity of 
irreproachable conduct, when they are imbued with the practice of behaving at all 
times and in all places according to the demands of the world view and moral obliga- 
tions which spring from the society of developed socialism. They form these convic- 








tions based on military, political, legal and social knowledge. Armed in this man- 
ner, sergeants devote a great deal of attention in the practical aspects of their 
work to ideologicaliy toughening their subordinates and increasing their political 


consciousness. 


In short, using a correct approach to the matter, party organizations contribute sig- 
nificantly to the formation of lofty moral, political and duty-performance qualities 
in the noncommissioned officer corps. 


Komsomol organizations actively participate in the education and upbringing of our 
sergeants, the overwhelming majority of whom are Komsomol members. It is most fruit- 
ful in this regard to use any and every means to draw NCO's into Komsomol life, to 
increase the number of Komsomol activists within the sergeant population. When mili- 
tary leader and social activist appear as a single person, the noncommissioned offi- 
cer's practical activities become ideologically enriched. He becomes more respon- 
sible, more integral, exudes more authority. It would be difficult to exaggerate the 
importance of authority. A. S. Makarenko stated in this regard: "An educator with- 


out authority is not an educator." 


Sergeant A. Nefedov, leader of a squad rated “excellent™ and secretary of the subunit 
Komsomol organization, enjoys a great deal of authority among his subordinates. His 
duty-tour service falls nothing short of excellent--he has won eight “vital patriotic 
watch week" events during the conduct of 19 such weeks of Komsomol military labor 
“For Our Own Party of Lenin, For the 19th Komsomol Congress!" Sgt Nefedov's subor- 
dinates treat him with respect, seeing in their leader an exacting, sensitive and re- 
sponsive comrade. His exactingness of subordinates is accompanied by a great deal of 
political education work with Komsomol members, during which he provides them with 

an outstanding personal example of military duty performance. 


In practice, the most active Komsomol organizations also make use of other forms of 
political influence which facilitate the strengthening of noncommissioned officer 
authority. These are primarily measures called upon to provide an example for the 
NCO Komsomol membership in combat and political training, in the serving of duty 
tours, in the area of discipline and social life. Komsomol committees and bureaus 
use persuasion and demand for this as well as patient individual work. They aim the 
active Komsomol membership in the direction of providing assistance to the NCO's. 

NCO Komsomol members receive assignments from bureaus and committees related to their 
participation in preparing and carrying out a variety of ideological measures. 


A Komsomol committee in the "N" missile unit has instituted a “day off" university 
for sergeants which is functioning quite well. Here they have the opportunity to 
hear lectures on military and political aspects of the international situation, suc- 
cesses achieved by the Soviet people in the building of communism. They engage in 
interviews on questions such as present-day development of the military art, science, 
literature and art. Well trained propagandists give the sergeants presentations. 
Training aids equipment is widely used in this effort--films, television, radio, re- 


cordings, etc. 


An important manifestation of Komsomol activity is the propagation of experience 
gained on the part of sergeants who have achieved excellence in combat and political 
training, NCO's who have provided a shining example in the performance of their of- 














ficial duties. Komsomol activists in one of our missile units acquainted the sol- 
diers with the selfless actions of Sgt V. Zaboiotnyy, Komsomol group organizer in one 
cf the squads. When a fire started at one of the installations he first reported it to 
the duty officer, then immediately went to fight the fire, along with Pvt V. Selyukov. 
Thanks to the efforts of these fearless soidiers, the fire was extinguished and valu- 
able military equipment saved. Sgt Zabolotnyy and Pvt Se lyukov were rewarded by the 
commander for their vigilance, daring and decisiveness in the performance of official 
duty. Komsomol activists conducted discussions on the bravery of this noncommis- 
sioned officer and his subordinate; operational news sheets and printed newsflashes 
were published. 


In another unit Sergeants N. Voronov, Z. Gonsin, V. Danilyuk and Yu. Ivanov were 
awarded the "Combat Merit™ medal for service achievement, high level of expertise, 
courage and valor. At the Komsomol organization's initiative these outstanding NCO's 
met with young soldiers and shared their thoughts on how such good results were 
attained. With characteristic Komsomol enthusiasm, the achievements, courage and 
valor of those who received medals were related over local radio broadcasts, posted 
bulletins and other visual demonstrations. 


In short, experience has shown that well thought-out efforts by the Komsomol active 


membership in dealing with sergeants are a great help to commanders, political 
workers and party organizations with respect to their political and military 
education. 


One might get the impression that all the issues related to the training and education 
of sergeants in the Strategic Rocket Forces have been resolved. Of course, this is not 
so. There are problems. There are commanders and political workers, officers and 
warrant officers, who do not show the required concern for increasing sergeants’ level 
of military, political anu specialized training, who devote little attention to their 
education and, at times, simply underestimate the noncommissioned officer role. 

They take care of the NCO function themselves, busy themselves with things they 
shouldn't be concerned with. By no means do we always have a proper combine ion of 
exactingness accordi: zg to regulation and sensitivity, the ability of the educator to 
understand the reasons behind the difficulties sergeants are experiencing--the real 
source of their mistakes. There are still instances where Xomsomol organizations are 
not widely involved with sergeants’ activities in the unit ance subunit. 


In short, there are still unused possibilities--a great deal of potential--in the 
area of NCO education and training and speeding up this process. Finding them, 
studying them in detail and creatively putting them into effect, taking into account 
the specific conditions and mission of each unit means increasing the role and con- 
tribution NCO's make in further enhancing combat readiness, military discipline and 
organization. We can spare neither time nor effort in such a significant matter as 
this. Every commander and political worker, all political organs, staffs, party and 
Komsomol organizations must look at it as a matter of paramount importance--the busi- 
ness of making sergeants, and toughening them ideologically, politically, morally, 
psychologically. This is a job that will take thought, patience and consistency. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


COMMENTARY ON RADIO BEIJING'S ‘PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFABRE' 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 81-85 


[Article by S. Repko: "Radio Beijing's ‘Psychological Warfare'"] 


[Text] The growth of dangerous trends in the development of relations between the 
United States and China has become increasingly apparent in recent years, and it ex- 
ercises a negative influence upon the international environment. Beijing and Wash- 
ington are cocrdinating their foreign policy actions and directing them towards in- 
tensifying confrontation with the Soviet Union and the entire socialist community, 
towards exacerbating world tension. Nor is China limiting its cooperation with the 
United States and other imperialist nations to the purchase of sophisticated military 
armament, production technology and a variety of equipment. The Maoists are adopting 
bourgeois means of mass communication and anti-Soviet propaganda methods on an ever 
intensified level. The CC CPSU resolution "On Further Improving Ideological, Politi- 
cal and Educational Work" points out that subversive Maoist propaganda is interacting 
openly with imperialist propaganda, and is using the most refined methods to poison 
the consciousness of the Soviet people by casting aspersions on our activities and 
slandering socialism. 


As early as the beginning of 1979 cooperative provisions were made with the United 
States. Deng Xiaoping, chairman of the military council of the Central Committee of 
the Chinese Communist Party, reached an agreement with the U. S. administration on 
sending American experts to the journalism institute of China's Academy of Social 
Sciences to give lectures on methods of influencing man’s consciousness developed by 
western theoreticians. Experienced media-propaganda specialists from the '). S. and 
Austra-.ia now in China have been helping the Chinese since June 1981 to publish the 
new English daily newspaper CHINA DAILY. Cooperation between the Maoists and Ameri- 
can propagandists has reached the stage where the Chinese are now receiving material 
for fabricating political anti-Soviet cartoons for dissemination abroad in the Chi- 
nese magazine BEIJING REVIEW. In addition, the most vicious anti-Soviet cartoons 
from bourgeois publications are systematically reprinted. 


The "cultural exchange" is also taking place through a busy schedule of Chinese prop- 
agandists' visits to the major organs of bourgeois mass ommunications systems. In 
1979 a g:oup of editors of Chinese publications got to observe the publishing opera- 
tions ot several Amzrican newspapers and magazines, such as THE NEW YORK TIMES, THE 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, NEWSWEEK, and THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, known for their anti-com- 
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munist and anti-Soviet views. This group was also able to visit the major bourgeois 
information agencies of ASSOCIATED PRESS and UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL. During the 
same year a delegation of Chinese radio specialists got acquainted vith the activi- 
ties of one of the oldest centers for anti-communist, anti-Soviet propaganda--the 
British radio station BBC. In 1981 Chinese students visited Japan's NHK radio sta- 
tion for foreign broadcasting, where they were shown how news and radio programs are 
set up for transmission to other countries. 


Maoist propagandists are not limited to merely studying the methods of bourgeois 
propaganda. The CANADIAN TRIBUNE reported that an official agreement concluded be- 
tween Beijing and imperialist "psychological warfare" centers in 1980 provided for 
the allocation of a large sum to Radio Beijing's 1980 budget by the American CIA for 
the purpose of conducting subversive propaganda against the populations of countries 
belonging to the socialist brotherhood. It is noteworthy that this sum given the 
Maoists by the CIA is several times greater than the amount appropriated by the Chi- 
nese themselves for foreign broadcasting. American radio propaganda experts have 
been participating directly in Chinese foreign broadcast efforts since 1980. In ad- 
dition, an arrangement made between Radio Beijing and the CIA servants Radio Liberty 
and Radio Free Europe provides for exchange of a variety of information "to enhance 
the effectiveness" of the subversive Maoist radio propaganda directed against the 


Soviet Union. 


A “cultural exchange agreement" was signed between the United States and China in 
September 1981. In the area of.radio broadcasting, the agreement provides for ex- 
change of materials, American technical assistance and training of Chinese special- 
ists in the United States. Visits of delegations headed by t:he directors of Radio 
Beijing and Voice of America have been programmed for 1983 to exchange broadcasting 
experience in the sphere of foreign policy propaganda. 


All of this shows that the United States CIA is financing Beijing's subversive ac- 
tivity against the population of countries in the socialist community, and that in- 
fiuential organs of the bourgeois mass media are helping the Maoists train ideologi- 


cal saboteurs. 


The centers for conducting Maoist subversive propaganda are the XINHUA news agency, 
the main directorate for radio broadcasting to foreign listeners, and the director- 
ate for foreign language literature dissemination. Their activities are coordinated 
by the propaganda department of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. 
During times of military operations the army directly manages all means of “psycho- 
logical warfare” through the propaganda department of the main political directorate 


of the Chinese Army. 


Radio Beijing has been in operation since 1950 and occupies a special position with- 
in the system of organs engaged in ideological sabotage against the USSR and other 
socialist countries. Originally transmitting abroad in seven languages, Radio Bei- 
jing has lately been broadcasting in 39 languages and using about 1500 hours of air 
time each week. Maoist propaganda abroad significantly surpasses that of Voice of 


America with regard to hours on the air. 


The Beijing leadership considers radio propaganda the basic means of discrediting 
party and governmental organs of the socialist countries and of defaming their for- 








eign and domestic policies. Ideological saboteurs utilize the most refined methods 
to achieve these goals, including biased selection and juggling of the facts, the 
spreading of slander, disinformation and all possible varieties of provocative rumors. 


An example of a major "psychological warfare" operation conducted by Beijing against 
a socialist state, where Maoist subversive activity has been most apparent, is seen 
in China's propaganda training and support of aggression against the Socialist Repub- 
lic of Vietnam in 1979. Prior to their aggression, the Chinese used coarse slander, 
outright misinformation and juggling of the facts on a broad scale in their foreign 
policy propaganda broadcasts and publications so as to incite feelings of hatred in 
the Huagiao living in Vietnam against the Vietnamese. Nationalization of property 
belonging to the prominent Chinese bourgeoisie in Vietnam by the state was broadcast 
by Radio Beijing as “persecution of people of Chinese nationality." The resettlement 
of Huagiao families from a seaside Vietnamese city to a new living area, in conjunc- 
tion with the scrapping of their homes for construction of a quay, was broadcast by 
Chinese radio as “destructivn of a Huaqiao village" and “sending the inhabitants to a 
concentration camp." A monstrous lie to the effect that Vietnam has allegedly been 
“seizing blocks of Chinese territory" and "conducting armed provocation against the 
population of bordering Chinese provinces” is framed within the fabrication of de- 
tails of “the attacks." 


Beijing ideological saboteurs have spread this ‘:ind of cock-and-bull story in at- 
tempts to lead politically uneducated people astray, to incite the Huaqiao with na-~ 
tionalist feelings and mistrust of Vietnamese government policies. 


Prior to China's actual attack on the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Maoist agents 
spread all sorts of provocative rumors among the Vietnamese population on a wide- 
spread scale. Playing on traditional superstitions of Chinese nationals living in 
Vietnam, special service agents of Beijing let out rumors of "torrents of blood" 
allegedly raining down in certain regions of Vietnam “portending swift destruction 
for the Huagiao." Chinese spies are whispering to people that “there will soon be a 
war with China battling the Soviet Union in Vietnam," and that this will lead to the 
"inevitable destruction of any Huaqiao that remain, whether at the hands of Chinese 
soldiers for failure to obey the order to return to their homeland, or at the hands 
of Soviet soldiers." Even methods of outright terror have been used to frighten the 
ethnic Chinese living in Vietnam. All of this led to a situation where the Huaqiao, 
faced with the outbreak of Chinese aggression, began a panicky escape from Vietnam. 


The Maoists used Vietnamese-language radio propaganda to work the population over 
ideologically prior to their invasion. They attempted to convince their listeners of 
the lie that the Vietnamese government allegedly betrayed Ho Chi Minh's cause in his 
support of friendship with China. In this regard, Beijing radio saboteurs wanted to 
take advantage of the lack of political experience and awareness in certain segments 
of the population, especially the youth--who were unable to remember that, during Ho 
Chi Minh's time, Chinese leaders carefully concealed their hegemonistic aims of gov- 
erning Vietnam. Slander was employed to arouse popular distrust of the government 
and to cause a split within Vietnamese society. 


During the course of military operations conducted in Vietnamese territory temporar- 
ily seized, the Maoists employed the so-called "material actions propaganda method." 
The essence of this approach entails specially organized groups of Chinese Army per- 
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sonnel conducting demagogic “discussions” with inhabitants of Vietnam who didn't 
manage to get evacuated and giving them some food, feigning manifestations of the al- 
leged “friendly feeling" the invaders have for the Vietnamese people. These perform- 
ances for the sake of propaganda were photographed and verbosely described by the 
Chinese mass news media and accompanied by appropriate commentary. The Beijing he- 
gemonists used such methods in attempts to misinform their own population as well, 
and to mislead world public opinion as to the true nature of the Chinese militarists' 
acts of piracy. Hushing up Maoist atrocities in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
Radio Beijing day after day importunately reiterated the "good deeds" of the Chinese 
invaders and marauders. 


The disgraceful failure of the Beijing leadership's aggression against Vietnam in no 
way reduced their subversive, anti-Vietnamese activity. Radio Beijing transmits six 
hours per 24-hour period in Vietnamese. In addition, 20 radio stations located along 
the Vietnamese-Chinese border and a great number of sound-broadcasting stations send 
subversive propaganda in Vietnamese and in languages of the national minorities in 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Balloons and missiles are employed to shower 
Vietnamese territory with provocative leaflets. Artillery projectiles the Maoists 
use to shell the border areas are often stuffed with such leaflets. 


In using imperialist methods of enkindling nationalist emotions to undermine the uni- 
ty of multi-national states, Radio "Free China” maliciously slanders the policies of 
the Vietnamese government in the five basic languages of Vietnam's minority peoples, 
as if the Socialist Republic of Vietnam were “cheating the outlying nationalist re- 
gions of the country out of their fair share of livelihood." The broadcasts entreat 
people living in the mountainous regions to abandon the country. Agents continue to 
infiltrate into Vietnam, collecting military information and spreading all possible 
kinds of provocative, panicking rumors at the same time. Subversive Maoist radio 
broadcasts directed against Vietnam extensively use presentations by that traitor to 
the Vietnamese people, Hoang Van Hoan, who fled to his masters in Beijing. Ascrib- 
ing to this turncoat the role of “opposition leader," they strive to present him as 
an advocate of "good" relations between China and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 
His presentations over Chinese radio openly call for the overthrow of the peoples' 
rule in Vietnam and for the severing of relations with the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist countries. Hoang Van Hoan slanders Vietnam-USSR friendship and the poli- 
cies of the Communist Party of Vietnam on the orders of his masters. 


Beijing propaganda is making every possible effort to try to discredit the interna- 
tional assistance rendered by Vietnam to the Kampuchean people. Recent Maoist publi- 
cations aimed at readers abroad and Radio Beijing broadcasts importunately repeat the 
falsehood that Vietnam is allegedly carrying out a “policy of genocide" in Kampuchea, 
that it is "using toxic substances to destroy the population," and "intends to turn 
the Kampuchean people into a national minority of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam." 


[In their foreign policy propaganda, the Chinese hegemonists are making widespread use 
9f methods bourgeois "psychological warfare" experts call "black propaganda." This 
entails spreading misinformation in the name of the "internal opposition" of the 
country against which subversive activities are being carried out. Official sources 
are not cited in this regard, but rather certain anonymous "parties," "informed 
sources" and “eyewitnesses." Radio Beijing rather frequently cites information ob- 


tained from "Radio Democratic Kampuchea," broadcasts of which were begun by Chinese 
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saboteurs from the territory of the Peoples’ Republic of China literally just a few 
days after the January 1979 overthrow of the pro-Beijing clique in Kampuchea. This 
radio station, located several thousand kilometers from the Peoples’ Republic of Kam- 
puchea, has since been broadcasting misinformation day after day--about "new victo- 
ries," "cities seized," “increases in the area of.liberated territory," and other 
lies concerning the activities of the nearly vanquished Pol Pot cutthroats in Kampu- 
chea. Spreading false information about the situation in Kampuchea, the Maoists are 
sparing no effort in their attempts to conceal from public opinion Beijing's true 
role in the undeclared war against the Kampuchean people. They are aware that re- 
ports of “victories” by the Pol Pot gangs that originate directly from Chinese infor- 
mation sources would hardly be expected to gain anyone's confidence. For this rea- 
son, Beijing's subversive propaganda experts fabricate combat operations "communi- 
ques" straight from the "thester of combat operations" in Kampuchea, attempting to 
convince foreign listeners that it is not individual terrorist acts taking place in 
Kampuchea but rather a "large-scale civil war." 


The so-called “International Conference on Kampuchea," staged in New York by China 
and the United States, was accompanied by especially intense saturation of the air 
waves by Radio Beijing citing slanderous information from "Radio Democratic Kampu- 
chea." Almost half the member nations of the United Nations refused to participate 


in this event. 


The false information propagated through China's “black propaganda" on the situation 
in Kampuchea is eagerly snatched up by imperialist "psychological warfare" organs and 
bourgeois mass information media, and widely used in ideological sabotage against the 
socialist world, against popular movements of national liberation. 


For many years now the Soviet Union has been the major target of Beijing's “psycho- 
logical warfare," and Chinese ideological saboteurs have been relying primarily on 
radio propaganda in their anti-Soviet actions. Since the beginning of the 1960's, 
Russian-language Radio Beijing broadcasts have featured crude attacks on the country 
of soviets, malicious slander against CPSU policies and those of the Soviet state. 
Anti-Soviet propaganda on Chinese radio increased sharply during the period of the 
notorious "cultural revolution" conducted by the Maoists and continued to grow in the 
years that followed. Whereas in 1963 Russian-language Maoist radio broadcasts com- 
prised nine hours per 24-hour period, in 1982 they amounted to over 19 hours. In ad- 
dition to Russian-language transmissions from Beijing and 12 other Chinese cities, 
broadcasts from the western Chinese city Urumchi are received in the languages of the 
peoples who live in the USSR's Central Asian republics. Chinese broadcasts conducted 
in languages of our country total about 60 hours per 24-hour period. 


Analysis of the Radio Beijing programs directed towards the population of the Soviet 
Union shows quite clearly the aims and platforms of the subversive Maoist propaganda. 
One of the major platforms--systematically propagated slander of the peace-loving for- 
eign policy of the Soviet Union--is an attempt by Beijing radio saboteurs to discredit, 
distort and falsify the course of CPSU foreign policy and that of the Soviet state. 

Day after day Radio Beijing importunately spreads deceitful bourgeois-propaganda myths 
to the effect that the USSR is allegedly "the major source of world aggression and ex- 
pansion," that it is supposedly "striving to seize the petroleum-rich areas of the 
Persian Gulf region, etc. The lack of evidence, argument or fact in this regard in no 
way bothers the Maoist deceivers. Beijing propaganda strives at all cost to defame 
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the international assistance rendered the people of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union 
in repulsing foreign aggression. Under the heading “International Life," Chinese ra- 
dio commentary attempts to smear literally every foreign policy action of the Soviet 
government, every step it takes towards strengthening detente and ending the arms 
race. The Maoists want to convince their listeners that the aim of USSR foreign pol- 
icy is supposedly “intervention in the internal affairs of other nations," and a 
“world dictatorship" they have termed “Soviet hegemony." 


Radio Beijing reacted with particular irritation to the Program for Peace in the 
1980's proposed by the 26th CPSU Congress, whose new, peaceful initiatives were dis- 
closed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev following the forum of Soviet communists. 


It should be noted that the Maoists significantly increased their anti-Soviet propa- 
ganda while the 26th CPSU Congress was in session. Time alloted to broadcasting ma- 
terials and political commentary of anti-Soviet, anti-socialist content was sharply 
increased. Radio Beijing responded immediately to the USSR's proposals on measures 
for mutual trust which would help reduce the dangerous level of tension between the 
two countries by broadcasting materials originated by the extreme right and reaction- 
ary organs of bourgeois propaganda that interpreted the essence of our proposals in 


distorted fashion. 


Coordination of subversive activities between the Maoist and imperialist mass infor- 
mation media can clearly be seen in Radio Beijing's reaction to the USSR's decision 
to unilaterally effect a moratorium on medium-range missile deployment in Europe, an- 
nounced by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev from the rostrum of the 17th Congress of Soviet 
trade unions. The Beijing radio saboteurs and western information agencies are heard 
in a single voice when they attempt to depict this important Soviet step as being 
just “political propaganda." Chinese radio has also taken an extreme negative posi- 
tion with regard to the Soviet proposal on normalization of relations detween the 
USSR and China, presented by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at a ceremonial occasion in Tash- 
kent. "We are ready," stated the leader of our country, "to come to an agreement, 
without any pre-conditions, on measures mutually acceptable to both sides for improv- 
ing Soviet-Chinese relations based on mutual respect for one another's interests, 
non-intervention in each other's affairs and furthering our mutual benefit--not to 
the detriment of third countries, of course. This would involve economic, scientific 
and cultural as well as political relationships to the extent that both countries are 


prepared to take concrete steps in these areas." 


China's leadership has failed to show any good will, however, and is unprepared to 
negotiate. Radio Beijing lost no time in falsifying the content of the Soviet lead- 
er's speech in Tashkent, reading into it some kind of "attacks" upon China. The Chi- 
nese Ministry of Foreign Affairs aired a broadcast containing no hint of a positive 


reply to the Soviet initiative. 


The Maoist slanderers have attempted and are now attempting to portray foreign policy 
actions of the Soviet Union directed towards strengthening detente and peaceful coex- 
istence as "tricks for attaining USSR military superiority over the western nations." 
At the same time Radio Beijing is supporting the decisions of the United States ad- 
ministration with regard to full-scale production of the neutron bomb and plans for 
deployment of new American medium-range missiles in Western Europe. It justifies 
these ertremely dangerous steps for all mankind by propagating the notorious lie of 
"the necessity to defend against the growing Soviet military threat." 
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An objective of Beijing's mass propaganda attacks is Soviet proposals for averting 
the nuclear threat and curtailing the arms race which were presented at the second 
special session of the United Nations General Assembly on disarmament. The Maoists 
are striving to belittle the historical significance of the USSR's self-obligation 


not to be the first to employ nuclear weapons. 


After US Secretary of State A. Haig's visit to China in the summer of 1981, Radio 
Beijing increased its broadcasts of materials that crudely falsify the history of. 
Russian-Chinese relations in order to "justify" China's outrageous claims to land 
that has been Russian from time immemorial. Maoist propaganda consciously distorts 
the history of relations between contiguous countries and the Chinese Empire. His- 
toric chronicles of the Chinese emperors are used to "prove" the legality of China's 
territorial claims. These show that every arrival of a diplomatic mission from an 
equal country was looked upon as evidence of that country's admission of vassal de- 
pendence on the Chinese Empire. 


To justify their “right" to lands in the Soviet Far East and Central Asia, the Mao- 
ists are again unable to find anything more convincing than references to the short- 
duration enslavement of peoples inhabiting these regions many centuries ago by for- 
eign conquerors. But what is cited here is not the conquests of.the Chinese emperors, 
but campaigns of the Manchurian emperor Kansi and the Mongolian conqueror Genghis 
Khan, whom the Maoists have hastened to declare a national hero and add to the list 
of founders of the Chinese Empire. Through their praise for Genghis Khan and his 
successors and other conquerors, the Chinese hegemonists are attempting to find an 
absurd "justification" for their outrageous territorial claims to more than 1.5 mil- 


lion square kilometers of Soviet land. 


The Maoists are devoting quite a bit of time in their radio transmissions to material 
calculated to undermine the trust between peoples of the socialist countries, to in- 
still in the Soviet people the idea that they are supposedly “isolated" from the 
working people of other socialist countries. Radio Beijing emphasizes in every way 
the "special relationships" China has with certain socialist countries, attempting to 
drive a wedge between the Soviet people and the peoples of these countries. 


Beijing's ideological saboteurs have pursued similar aims in their broadcasts of the 
events in Poland. Hushing up the all-encompassing assistance the Soviet Union has 
provided and continues to provide her sister nation in this difficult time, broadcast 
after broadcast of Radio Beijing importunately propagates the lie that the USSR con- 
stitutes a "threat" to the Polish Peoples’ Republic. The Maoists hushed up the facts 
as to counterrevolutionary activities in Poland and spread anti-Soviet fabrications 
and the slander of the western mass information media in order to present a distorted 
view of actions taken by the Polish government to normalize the situation in the 
country. Chinese Russian-language radio programs reported the events in Poland pri- 
marily from the point of view of anti-socialist, anti-Soviet forces, whose reaction- 
ary views are just as well known as are their links with imperialist centers of sub- 


version. 


Beijing propagandists are trying to put anti-Soviet materials in_every broadcast. 
Radio Beijing resorts most often to propagating all sorts of insinuations and fanta- 
sies--the kind found in the bourgeois mass information media. They make widespread 
use of anti-Soviet speeches, statements and interviews of the state, political and 
military leadership of the imperialist nations. 





Since the beginning of 1981, Radio Beijing Russian-language broadcasts have been sys- 
tematically featuring anti-Soviet falsehoods citing a so-called “Afghanistan Informa- 
tion Agency." This is in fact an organ created by United States CIA funding to 
spread “black propaganda." The staff headquarters of this "agency" is located no- 
where near Afghanistan, but rather in the capital of Great Britain. It has branches 
in Pakistan and Egypt where American and Chinese funds are used to train Afghan coun- 
terrevolutionary rabble. This is the kind of “reliable sources" Chinese radio cites 
in attempts to misinform its listeners. 


Beijing devotes a great deal of attention to broadcasting to the USSR's Central Asian 
republics. Radio programs transmitted in the languages of the peoples of Soviet Cen- 
tral Asia are intensely spreading misinformation with regard to Soviet foreign policy, 
and paint a rosy picture of the lives of ethnic minorities living in China's adjacent 
Xinjiang Province--people who are ethnically close to Soviet Kazakhs and Uzbeks. The 
Maoists are trying to convince their listeners that they are “friends” of the peoples 


of Central Asia. 


The subversive activities of Chinese propaganda centers intensified during the period 
of preparation by the Soviet peoples to ceiebrate the 60th anniversary of the forma- 
tion of the USSR. China's purpose in conducting the broadcasts was to arouse in its 
listeners nationalistic feelings and mistrust of CPSU policies. The Maoists want to 
sow seeds of discord among the peoples of the USSR. They are encroaching upon what 
is most sacred to the Soviet people--their friendship, solidarity and indestructible 


unity. 


The themes of Beijing's subversive propaganda effort have changed with time. Whereas 
in the past Radio Beijing tried to accuse the Soviet Union of revisionism, and pre- 
sented the experience of the building of a communist society in our country as a 
“negative experience,” proclaiming importunately that the Soviet Union had turned 
into a “social-imperialist superpower," the Beijing propaganda of recent years has 
refrained from making absurd accusations of revisionism against the USSR as a result 
of the complete collapse of Maoist economic policies and the failure of.attempts to 
present the Chinese model of development as “genuine Marxism." The major theme of 
today's subversive broadcasts is the slanderous thesis that the Soviet Union is "a 
basic threat to the world in general,” and their attempts using biased selection of 
facts to intimidate radio listeners into supporting some kind of "international front 
in the struggle against hegemonism," in other words, against the Soviet Union. 


[t is quite evident that, in a sharply intensified environment of subversive ideolog- 
ical activity on the part of international imperialism and Chinese hegemonism ¢} rect- 
ed against the USSR and other countries of the socialist community, we must increase 
our political vigilance; we must decisively expose and foil the subversive activi- 
ties of the enemies of peace and progress. 


The high level of ideological toughness of the Soviet people and of servicemen in the 
USSR Armed Forces, their selfless devotion to the Motherland, their party, their na- 
tion anid the great ideals of communism, their uncompromising stance towards any enemy 
of socialism, any foreign ideology--this is the best counteraction to the most re- 
fined acts of “psychological warfare” the imperialist and Maoist strategists can con- 


duct. 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


REPLIES TO READERS' QUESTIONS ON ACTIVITIES IN ETHIOPIA 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 18, Sep 82 (signed to press 2 Sep 
82) pp 86-88 


[Editorial: "“Ethiopia--On the Path of Revolutionary Transformation"™} 


[Text] In a letter to the editor Officer A. Filimonov has asked us 
to relate about Ethiopia, about the revolutionary transformations 
that are taking place in that country. A number of other comrades 
have made similar requests. Here we reply to the letters of our 


readers. 


The African nation of socialist Ethiopia is situated in the northeast portion of the 
continent. It has an area of 1,221.9 thousand square kilometers and a population 


that exceeds 31 million. 


On 12 September 1982 the working people of Ethiopia mark the eighth anniversary of 
the people's revolution which shattered the foundations of the feudal system that had 
become obsolete. The working people and members of the armed forces of Ethiopia are 
celebrating this national holiday in an atmosphere of tremendous political and labor 
enthusiasm occasioned by the decisions of the Fourth Regular Plenum of the Central 
Committee's Commission on Organizing the Party of.the Working Class of Ethiopia 
(COPWCE). Appearing at the plenum, which convened in June of this year, was Mengistu 
Haile-Mariam, commander-in-chief of the revolutionary army and chairman of the Provi- 
sional Military Administrative Council and COPWCE. The plenum examined results of 
activities in various spheres of revolutionary transformation over the period follow- 
ing the third plenum and charted courses for the country's further development. 


After eliminating the monarchist regime, the Ethiopian people faced tremendous diffi- 
culties in constructing a rew life. Their problems were further aggravated by the 
need to struggle against onslaughts of feudal reaction, separatist movements and the 
aggression of neighboring Somalia. And always, in support of the enemies of revolu- 
tion, stood reactionary forces with American imperialism at the fore. 


The Program for National Democratic Revolution adopted in April 1976 proclaimed as 

major tasks “the total elimination of feudalism, imperialism and bureaucratic capi- 
talism; the union of all anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces in the struggle to 
build a new Ethiopia and to create in our country a dependable base for the transi- 


tion to socialism." 











The constructive work of the Ethiopian people, directed towards implementing the 
tasks stated in the program, is undergoing successful accomplishment. They have suc- 
ceeded in achieving noticeable results in economic construction, in education, and in 
defending their revolutionary gains. The country has nationalized large industrial 
enterprises, banks and insurance companies which belonged to local aristocrats and 
foreign dealers. One measure that occupies an especially significant position among 
those the revolutionary government considers primary is agrarian reform. One of the 
most progressive within the developing nations, Ethiopia's program is being run under 
the slogan of returning the land to its age-old sovereign--the peasant. In just the 
first five years more than 25 thousand peasant organizations have been formed which 
unite over five million people. Hired labor in the countryside has been outlawed. 
All of the land formerly belonging to landlords and the aristocracy has now been 
handed over to the peasants. Agriculture in the state sector is undergoing active 
expansion. Production cooperatives--now numbering more than 540--have achieved great 
success. Large state agricultural farms are also being built. 


Since the beginning of 1979 the country has had a planned economy within the frame- 
work of the National Revolutionary Campaign for Development and Central Planning. 

The High Planning Council is currently completing a 10-year plan for economic devel- 
opment which envisages modernization of existing enterprises and the construction of 
new ones, and the growth of labor productivity in industry and agriculture. The plan 
provides for a graduai overshadowing of the agrarian nature of the country's economy, 
che intensification of production capacities in the sugar, tanning and textile indus- 
tries. In order to establish a reliable power energy base, preparatory efforts have 
begun in Arsi province to construct several geothermal electric power stations. The 
supply of power energy to many of Ethiopia's populated areas will be improved signif- 
icantly when these stations become operational. The new plan envisages a substantial 
expansion of the transportation and communications networks and a consolidation of 


national commerce. 


The revolutionary government is devoting a great deal of attention to the development 
of culture and education. A national campaign for eliminating illiteracy in social- 
ist Ethiopia has been developed and was initiated in July 1979. Although it was many 
centuries ago that writing appeared in Ethiopia, literacy was accessible only to the 
few, and education--to a very limited circle of individuals, basically representa- 
tive of the feudal elite. As a result, 93 percent of the population didn’t even know 
the alphabet. Today there are over 300,000 centers in operation for eliminating il- 
literacy where more than eight million people are enrolled. The illiteracy rate has 
dropped to 65 percent. Ethiopia's achievements in the effort to abolish illiteracy 
brought it a UNESCO international award for 1980. 


The system of public health care has been developing at an intensified rate. The 
public health ministry has developed a comprehensive plan which provides for 200 
polyclinics and 20 major medical centers--including hospitals--to come into operation 
annually in Ethiopia beginning in 1981. The number of students being accepted at 
secondary and higher level medical institutes is being increased; a major center for 
training doctors and secondary medical personnel is to be constructed. Soviet medi- 
cal personnel in Ethiopia have earned an excelient reputation for their efforts in 


many parts of the country. 


Great changes are taking place in the ancient land of Ethiopia in the socio-political 
sphere as well. The Ethiopian revolution is distinctive in that it began in a coun- 











try where the activity of political parties had nr r been permitted. Not only was 
there no progressive political party to play a le« .ng role, but no political move- 
ment had been organized to any extent. Under such conditions the historical mission 
of guiding the popular masses was assumed by progressive circles within the armed 
forces--primarily from the junior officer ranks and lower army structure with ties 
to the people and the support of democratic social forces. They formed their own 
organization, the Coordinating Committee of the Armed Forces, Police and Territorial 
Army, to head the struggle in overthrowing the monarchy. 


The emperor was dethroned on 12 September 1974 and the totality of power in the coun- 
try was transferred to the Provisional Military Administrative Council (PMAC--the new 
name of the Coordinating Committee since June 1974 when it was reorganized and revi- 
talized through election of 120 representatives from throughout the army, navy and 
police) and the provisional military government formed by it. 


In organizing the defeat of its internal enemies and Somalian aggressors, and in di- 
recting the accomplishment of progressive socio-economic transformations, PMAC at- 
tached great significance to the issue of establishing a political party. This re- 
quired a great deal of effort with regard to propagandizing Marxist-Leninist doctrine 
and unifying its adherents who had achieved a high degree of political consciousness 
and were prepared to work wholeheartedly in the name of building socialism. 


The Commission on Organizing the Party of the Working Class of Ethiopia (COPWCE) was 
established by PMAC decree in December 1979 and held its first congress in June 1980. 
As reported in the ETHIOPIAN HERALD, these events signified an important step on the 
path towards establishing a Marxist-Leninist party, called upon to play a leading 
role in the struggle to achieve a triumph for the ideology of the working class and 
successful realization of the socialist revolution. The congress approved COPWCE's 
charter and the directives and provisions regulating its operation, and resolved that 
until such time as a party was established, COPWCE would lead the Ethiopian people's 


struggle in building a new society. 


In fulfilling its historical mission, COPWCE attaches exceptionally great signifi- 
cance to widespread education of the popular masses. It is for precisely this reason 
that a number of organizations have been established and are functionally active on a 
national scale. They include the All-Ethiopian Trade Union, the All-Ethiopian Asso- 
ciation of Peasants, the Youth Association of Revolutionary Ethiopia, the Women's As- 


sociation of Revolutionary Ethiopia, and others. 


These mass public organizations, associations of city dwellers (kebele), and commit- 
tees for the defense of the revolution and popular development are propagating Marx- 
ist-Leninist ideas and mobilizing the popular masses in the struggle for plan ful- 

fillment and increasing labor productivity. They are imbuing feelings of great vig- 
ilance and a readiness, if required, to stand up and defend the gains of the revolu- 


tion. 


Socialist nations--primarily the Soviet Union--are providing Ethiopia great assist- 
ance in building a new society. Relations between Socialist Ethiopia and the USSR 
are based on a Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation signed in November 1978. With 
USSR support, construction design of projects extremely significant to Ethiopia's 
economy is being developed. Plans are being made to expand an oil refinery plant 











and build petroleym chemistry enterprises. A tractor assembly plant and a cement 
factory are to be constructed. Modern enterprises will be built for light industry 
and food production. The Soviet Union will assist in widespread efforts to cultivate 
technical and industrial crops in the region around the city Gambela and in estab- 
lishing new, large-scale cotton plantations in the lower Avash River region. An in- 
ter-governmental Soviet-Ethiopian commission on matters of economic, scientific and 
technological cooperation and trade has been in operation since 1978 to coordinate 
joint efforts. Trade between Ethiopia and the USSR is developing successfully. 


Soviet-Ethiopian cultural relations improve every year. The permanent Soviet exhibit 
in Addis Ababa has played an important role in this regard--Russian language courses 

are conducted here and Soviet films are regularly shown. In 1981 520 young Ethiopian 
men and women received stipends for studying at Soviet institutes of higher education. 
They will become experts in various sectors of the national economy. 


The building of a new life in Ethiopia is taking place under adverse circumstances. 
The subversive activity of American imperialism and certain reactionary Arab regimes 
against the young republic has not ceased. As a result of direct collusion between 
the leadership of Somalia and imperialist circles in the United States, the situation 
in the Horn of Africa remains tense. Somalia's territorial claims on Ethiopia and a 
number of neighboring countries are finding support in Washington. The White House 
is attempting to use this in its mercenary aims to undermine the Ethiopian revolu- 


tion and consolidate its influence in the region. 


Forces of international reaction are striving at the same time to destabilize the 
situation in Ethiopia, relying on the activity of separatist gangs in northern Eri- 
trea Prevince. They are being tasked with the destruction of national economy enter- 
prises and the annihilation of active supporters of the new regime. 


Ethiopia's revolutionary leadership is striving to use every available opportunity 
to resolve the Eritrean problem through peaceful means. To this end the country is 
conducting the multi-purpose, revolutionary campaign “Red Star" which envisages eco- 
nomic, socio-political and military measures in transforming this province. 


As noted at the Fourth CC COPWCE Plenum, the basic tasks of "Red Star™ are to totally 
liberate the administrative region of Eritrea from the remnants of reactionary, sep- 
aratist gangs and bring about conditions for economic development; to intensify poli- 
tical work among the Eritrean population, to explain the aims of the revolution and 
the benefit it will bring to the working people; to provide all possible assistance 
to the peopie who are suffering at the hands of the separatist gangs; to resurrect 

on a plannec basis those enterprises destroyed by separatist gangs; to implement the 
revolutionary government's proclamations on land and home ownership, and other gov- 
ernment decrees; to develop practical plans and programs in swiftest fashion, and 
create conditions for developing medium-range and long-term plans. 


As a result of measures adopted by the Ethiopian government, the situation in Eritrea 
has stabilized somewhat. Separatist activity has decreased and their area of opera- 
tion become restricted. Local governmental organs have been working more actively 
and have mobilized the people of the province to rebuilding destroyed enterprises, 
electric power stations, bridges and roads. Factories are once again operating at 
full capability, uninterrupted communications are established between Eritrea and 











the country’s central regions, the cooperative movement in the village has burgeoned 
on a widespread scale. Dozens of schools, hospitals, apartment houses and public 


buildings have been constructed. 


Soldiers in the armed forces of Socialist Ethiopia have shown a steadfast devotion in 
the struggle with foreign intervention personified by Somali aggressors and the fore- 
es of internal reaction. "In shedding their blood at the front, in giving their 
lives for the unification of our native land and inviolability of our borders, our 
revolutionary forces heve inscribed a great chapter in the history of our country 
through their revolutionary bravery and socialist courage,” Comrade Mengistu Haile- 
Mariam stated in a speech to the Fourth CC COPWCE Plenun. 


Thanks to the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, the armed forces of Social- 
ist Ethiopia today present a serious force. They have ground troops, air and navy 
forces as weli as air defense forces. The army and navy are equipped with missile 
and air defense systems, artillery systems, tanks, modern aircraft, warships and 


other military technology. 


The revolutionary government of Ethiopia is fighting persistently to achieve a nor- 
malization of the international situation; along with other progressive powers it is 
constantly striving in purposeful fashion to transform the African continent into a 


zone of peace and stability. 


The Ethiopian people are busy at the great task of transforming their country along a 
path of socialist orientation. Guided by Marxist-Leninist doctrine, the Commission 
on Organizing the Party of the Working Class of Ethiopia is rallying the people in 
the naxe of achieving the aims which have been set, and is directing their construc- 
tive activity. Im celebrating their national holiday--Revolution Day~--the working 
people and those who serve in the army and navy of Socialist Ethiopia are firmly con- 
vinced that their selfless struggle will be crowned with success. 
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